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Suffolk Coastal Local Plan – Examination in Public 
 

V1 – circulated 29th August, including references to hearing statements submitted by Cross Boundary 
Parish Council Group and KATCAG.  Discussed with KATCAG at meeting on 2nd September. 

V2 – circulated 3rd September, focuses on KATCAG hearing statement only.  Separate statement of 
common ground progressed with Cross Boundary Parish Council Group. 

 

This note is to inform preparation for discussions under Matter 3 (Policy SCLP12.35) of the 

examination into the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan. 

During the hearing session on Day 2 discussing Matter 2 D, the Inspector asked the Council to 

prepare a note which detailed the potential areas of common ground and areas of uncommon 

ground between the Council and the Kirton and Trimley Community Action Group (KATCAG). 

The Council has considered the hearing statements submitted by KATCAG and identified in the 

tables below a number of paragraphs.  Some of these aspects have been discussed already at 

hearing sessions or will be discussed further at the hearing session dedicated to Policy SCLP12.35 – 

Land at Innocence Farm under Matter 3 on Thursday 5th September.   

Please note, that there are other issues within the hearing statements that the parties will dispute 

during the hearing sessions, but these are not outlined in the tables below.  By not raising issues 

within these tables, the Council does not accept the position outlined in representations or hearing 

statements but consider these best to be discussed at the hearing session on Thursday 5th 

September. 

 

Areas of common ground within the hearing statements 

  

Hearing statement submitted by the Kirton and Trimley Community Action 

Group (KATCAG).  

Hearing 
statement 

Page/paragraph KATCAG Council response 

Introduction Page 7 Historic records show that in the 
last 20 years almost no successful 
new warehousing has been built 
in the Felixstowe area. 

Council monitoring of planning 
applications shows no 
warehouse developments since 
2005 (earliest date at which 
monitoring information is 
available on Council’s website). 

Matter 2 Paragraph 3.10 Additional land has been 
reclaimed for quayside 
operations there has been no 
additional port-related land in 
use on or off port for many years. 

Council agree, previous Local 
Plans have not identified any 
additional land for port-related 
and no applications have been 
approved on land which is not 
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allocated for employment. 

Matter 2 Paragraph 3.18   

Matter 2 Paragraph 3.29 Population of Felixstowe has only 
seen minimal increase since 
2001. 

Council acknowledge the Census 
figures and Office of National 
Statistics figures.  The 
population of Felixstowe (and 
Trimley St Martin and Trimley St 
Mary) has only seen minimal 
increase over the period from 
2001-2017. 

Matter 3 Paragraph 4.12 
(second bullet) 

Access from A14 will be at 
considerable cost. 

Council acknowledge the cost of 
access but this is detailed 
further in the landowner 
representations. 

 

 

Areas of “uncommon” ground within the hearing statements 

 

Hearing statement submitted by the Kirton and Trimley Community Action 

Group (KATCAG).  

Hearing 
statement 

Page/paragraph KATCAG Council response 

Matter 2 & 
Matter 3 

Paragraph 3.3 
Paragraph 4.7 

Much of the growth in 
employment forecast for the 
Felixstowe area is predicated on 
the belief that the Port itself 
requires more labour as it grows 
and that port-related industries 
will also grow as the Port grows. 

Council have identified Felixstowe 
as a location for growth (as 
described in the Final Draft Local 
Plan) due to range of services and 
facilities that are found in the 
area.  Council consider Felixstowe 
to be a sustainable settlement 
and a location where growth can 
be accommodated subject to 
mitigation and provision of 
infrastructure as detailed in the 
Final Draft Local Plan. 

Matter 2 Paragraph 3.21 
– 3.22 

Volume of containers being 
handled in the “Golden Triangle” 
and the “local” area.  Within the 
“local “ area it could be as low as 
1%.  Area of substantial 
disagreement between parties. 

The Council consider the 
assumptions in the evidence 
(Document D1) to be appropriate, 
as these were validated by the 
Port of Felixstowe during the 
evidence formulation stages. 

Matter 2 Paragraph 3.24 
– 3.28 

Myth of the Port-Centric Logistics 
argument 

The requirement for off-port land 
to accommodate the scale of 
container traffic throughout 
growth that is expected to occur 
at the Port over the period to 
2036 (67ha as the central case) 
does not specifically relate to 
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port-centric logistics. It assumes 
that the existing pattern of 
activity in and around the Port 
(i.e. the status quo) continues in 
future but makes no specific 
allowance for a shift towards port-
centric logistics. In fact, the report 
(document D1) states at para 
4.28(b) that if port-centric 
logistics were to take off, then the 
requirement would be even 
higher.  The site is expected to 
support the supply chain 
businesses with a variety of uses 
as outlined in paragraphs 12.378 
and 12.379 of the Final Draft Local 
Plan. 
 

Matter 3 Paragraph 4.8 Duty to co-operate with 
neighbouring authorities. 

Council has undertaken work to 
identify Housing Market Areas 
and Functional Economic Areas.  
These are clearly set out in the 
evidence base documents and at 
this stage no “unmet” need has 
been identified by any 
neighbouring authority.  The 
former Waveney district is 
identified in evidence as a self 
contained housing and economic 
area and cross boundary 
relationships are understood. 

Matter 3 Paragraph 4.9 Council is in danger of building 
houses in the wrong places with 
majority of economically active 
people community to and from 
Ipswich. 

Key Statistics for Felixstowe (page 
195) of the Final Draft Local Plan 
show the high number of 
commuters into Felixstowe.  
Council source relates to Travel to 
Work date from the 2011 Census 
as outlined in the Glossary on 
page 517 of the Final Draft Local 
Plan. Source website provided in 
footnote.1 

Matter 3 Paragraph 4.12 
(3rd bullet) 

Proposed railhead will never 
happen. 

Final Draft Local Plan does not 
require rail connections, it only 
highlights it as a possibility and 
reserves the position should it 
become an option.  If rail 
connections are not secured over 
the plan period, access will be by 

 
1 https://commute.datashine.org.uk/#mode=allflows&direction=both&msoa=undefined&zoom=12&lon=-
0.1500&lat=51.5200 

https://commute.datashine.org.uk/#mode=allflows&direction=both&msoa=undefined&zoom=12&lon=-0.1500&lat=51.5200
https://commute.datashine.org.uk/#mode=allflows&direction=both&msoa=undefined&zoom=12&lon=-0.1500&lat=51.5200
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road connections. 

Matter 3 Paragraph 4.12 Development is inappropriate for 
NSIPs 

Council disagree with this as the 
Innocence Farm site is shown as 
an option in the EDF Energy 
consultation documents for 
Sizewell C. 

Matter 4 Farmland (page 
25) 

The Draft Local Plan does not 
have a policy regarding value of 
farmland in landscape or 
economic terms. 

Policy SCLP10.3 provides a policy 
on environmental quality which 
considers impact of proposals on 
agricultural land. 

 

 

Alternative sites 

The table below provides a comprehensive list of the sites which were considered as part of the 

Lichfields Study and the relevant site reference number given to these by the Council.  The table also 

details the page reference as to where the various Site Assessments undertaken by the SHELAA and 

the Sustainability Appraisal can be found throughout the various stages of plan making. 
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Alternative sites to Innocence Farm considered by the Council in the Sustainability Appraisal and SHELAA 

Site in Lichfields 
Study (D1) 

Council 
Site 
Number 

Initial SA 2017 
(B3) page ref 

Interim SA 2018 
(B6) page ref 

Draft SHELAA 
(D12) page ref 

SHELAA (D10) 
page ref 

SA (A3) page ref 

1 – Christmasyards 
Wood 

707 p519 p1374 p531 p547 p1342 

2 – Land north of 
Candlet Road 

750 p522 p841 P227 p231 p466 (as part of the 
Felixstowe Garden 
Neighbourhood and 
Policy SCLP12.3) 

3 – Land surrounding 
Ham’s Farmhouse 

356 p1363 Not considered as 
site unavailable and 
therefore not a 
reasonable 
alternative. 

p35 (site 
unavailable) 

p684 (site 
unavailable) 

Not considered as site 
unavailable and 
therefore not a 
reasonable alternative. 

4 – Innocence Farm 706 p1386 p905 p521 p537 p549 

5 – Land at Morston 
Hall Road 

853 p1396 p1372 p529 p545 p1340 

6 – Land opposite 
Morston Hall Road 

852 p1393 p1370 p527 p543 p1338 

7 – Land north and 
west of Walk Farm 

288 p1327 p1342 p493 p509 p1312 

8 – Land north west of 
Walk Farm 

347 p912 p1238 p367 p379 p1219 

9 – Land adj Seven 
Hills 

1151 Site only promoted 
in response to 
Issues and Options 

p893 p395 p409 p509 

10 – Land north and 
south of Bucklesham 
Road 

485 p559 p1120 p243 p247 p1109 

 


