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Suffolk Coastal Local Plan Examination 

Hearing Day 3 

Matter 2 E Major Energy Infrastructure 

Note on Policy SCLP3.4 Proposals for Major Energy Infrastructure Projects 

1. This note responds to actions arising in the hearing session on Matter 2 E Major Energy 

Infrastructure which took place on Thursday 22nd August.  At attendance were representatives from 

Magnox, the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority and Avison Young.  A Statement of Common 

Ground which had been agreed with National Grid Ventures prior to the hearing session was also 

considered. 

2. During the hearing session the Inspector and participants identified various potential amendments 

which needed further consideration between parties.  The Council agreed to coordinate these 

further discussions with representatives from National Grid Ventures, Magnox, the Nuclear 

Decommissioning Authority and Avison Young. 

3. Discussions with individual parties has resulted in various amendments that the Council wishes to 

put forward at this stage, these broadly reflect agreed Statements of Common Ground, the hearing 

session and further considerations. In the interests of clarity, the modifications set out below also 

include modifications agreed in the Statements of Common Ground with the AONB Unit and Historic 

England.  

4. The paragraph references below are those found in the Final Draft Local Plan.  Modifications are 

shown in strikethrough for deleted text and in underline for additional text. The Council will include 

this revised wording in the schedule of modifications that is being collated as part of the 

Examination. 

Modifications to Paragraphs 3.52 to 3.59: 

3.52 “The Suffolk Coast is at the forefront of electricity energy generation across the country both in 

respect of onshore and offshore energy. It is essential that major energy infrastructure projects are 

delivered in a planned way which takes into account the potential impact of hosting constructing, 

operating and decommissioning large and nationally significant infrastructure in the District. The 

Council is committed to working in a collaborative partnership approach with the scheme 

promoters, local communities, Government, New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership, service 

providers and public bodies to ensure the best outcomes of major energy infrastructure projects can 

be achieved.” 
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3.53 “The Government, through the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy is 

committed to the increased delivery of Nuclear Energy Provision across the country. A new nuclear 

power station at Sizewell is a nominated site in the National Policy Statement for Nuclear Power 

Generation EN6 as part of this national package. Nuclear Energy has been generated at Sizewell 

since the 1960’s and will continue beyond the plan period as a result of the separate operations that 

take place such as the decommissioning programme at Sizewell A and the continued production at 

Sizewell B and at a new station.” 

3.54 “The decisions in respect of the new power station will be taken at a national level as a Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) with various regulators assessing safety, security and other 

issues through the necessary design and construction. Decisions on any other energy related 

projects identified as NSIPs will also be taken at a national level, taking into consideration relevant 

National Policy Statements. The Council would be a statutory consultee in this process. However it is 

considered that one of the biggest development and construction programmes faced by the Council 

and its communities in generations should be developed alongside the overall policy framework for 

the District to enable the impacts and benefits to be managed, including addressing the issues of 

cumulative impact and outcomes of other large scale projects.” 

3.55 “The role of the Local Plan will be to consider the suitability of any specific proposal and the 

mitigation of local impacts (both positive and negative) on the communities across the District and 

to realise the economic benefits during the construction, operation and decommissioning stages. 

The current Sizewell site is a rural location in close proximity to the town of Leiston and other nearby 

settlements such as Aldringham cum Thorpe and Eastbridge. In addition the wider highway and rail 

network to this location is challenging. As well as the social impacts affecting the communities 

nearby, the environmental impacts of a site on the coast, within the Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty and close to protected landscapes such as Sizewell Marshes and Minsmere Nature Reserve, 

and the impact on the Suffolk Seascape will need to be assessed both during construction and 

beyond. Impacts on the historic environment should be avoided, and if not possible, minimised. 

Opportunities to co-locate infrastructure may reduce impacts, and there may be opportunities to 

enhance the setting of assets through restoration after construction, operation and decommission. 

Focus should be on prevention of impact on the natural and historic environments as opposed to 

compensation for the effect. Where a project involves multiple consents, developers will be 

expected to work collaboratively with authorities to prepare a project wide Habitats Regulations 

Assessment.”  

3.56 “Although the provision of nuclear energy is currently prominent, the Suffolk Coast is increasingly 

coming under pressure to support developments associated with the off shore energy sector and 

linking this into the national grid, as well as inter-continental connections to enable the exchange of 

electricity with other countries. Investment in a variety of major energy infrastructure projects 

needs to be supported by infrastructure and facilities on shore and these sectors are expected to 

require land to enable activities over the plan period. Where new major energy projects are 

proposed, potential alternative sites, located outside of designated areas should be considered at an 
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early stage. Where possible companies and developers will be encouraged to work collaboratively 

and share infrastructure and facilities that serve other requirements to reduce any potential impacts 

during the construction, operation and decommissioning stages of projects.” 

3.57 “The cumulative impact of hosting a variety of major energy infrastructure facilities in the area is 

likely to have an impact on existing and future generations. To balance this impact a variety of local 

economic, environmental and community mitigation and enhancement measures benefits will need 

may be required to be delivered to ensure proposed Major Energy Infrastructure Projects are 

acceptable in planning terms an overall positive balance of outcomes for the local communities and 

the District. Community mitigation and enhancement could take many different forms over the plan 

period, but in land use terms these could be in the form of but not limited to examples such as 

sports facilities, meeting places, woodland planting schemes or habitat creation.  Any measures 

proposed would need to be in accordance with the tests of for planning obligations and planning 

conditions set out in the National Planning Policy Framework.” 

3.58 “The timing of the Major Energy Infrastructure Projects across the District is not yet confirmed and 

the planning, construction, operation and decommissioning of existing and future projects are likely 

to be beyond the Local Plan period but are required to have regard to the policies in the Local Plan. 

Therefore it It is not possible to fully identify all the issues that may arise as a result of individual or 

cumulative projects for local communities and operators. As such, this will need to be kept under 

consideration alongside future reviews of the Local Plan.”  

3.59 “A variety of local issues have been identified by the Council, as local planning authority, which need 

to be addressed in relation to Major Energy Infrastructure Projects. The Council will work with the 

local community, other local authorities, government agencies, service providers and operators to 

ensure the most successful outcomes are achieved. Although Table 3.6 identifies a variety of issues 

that may not be relevant to every Major Energy Infrastructure Project, it below is intended to inform 

pre-application and early engagement discussions and provides an early view on potential 

constraints and opportunities across the District.”  

Modifications to Table 3.6: 

Table 3.6 – Themes that may be relevant to the consideration of energy infrastructure proposals 

during the construction, operation and decommissioning stages. 

Theme Issue – what do we need to consider as East Suffolk on these aspects? 

Community  Engagement with the local community on the provision of infrastructure 

 Housing 

 Community facilities 

 Health facilities 

 Police facilities 

 Legacy and local community benefits for hosting major significant energy 

developments 
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Economic 

Opportunities 

 Economic strategies recognise importance of the Suffolk Energy Coast 

 Need to maximise the economic growth and balance these against 

economic and social impacts 

 Creation of jobs during the construction, operational and decommissioning 

stages of all projects 

 Realisation of local economic opportunities and benefits 

 Associated demands on local supply chain and sectors which support 

projects 

 Minimise adverse impacts and effects on the tourist economy in east 

Suffolk and maximise benefits where possible 

Emergency Planning  Requirement for a co-ordinated Emergency Plan to be established across all 

organisations 

Environment  Sites located within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage 

Coast 

 Impact on designated and protected landscapes and habitats. Projects to be 

supported by Habitat Regulations Assessment 

 Physical form, scale and appearance of buildings within the landscape 

 Impact on built, historic and natural environment arising from 

development, operation and decommissioning of projects 

 Potential impact on designated heritage assets,and non-designated 

heritage assets,and archaeological assets, and their settings, in the areas 

within and surrounding Major Energy Infrastructure Projects. 

 Risk of significant dust deposition and damage to vulnerable landscapes 

including Minsmere Nature Reserve 

 Impact on Suffolk Seascape 

 Impact of light pollution to nocturnal species, and on the AONB and the 

historic environment” 

 Appropriate landscaping of sites after the decommissioning phases 

 Habitat loss and noise disturbance for species and noise disturbance 

regarding the historic environment 

 Effect of light and dust on nature conservation sites and the historic 

environment 

 Impact on tranquility 

Flood Risk 

Management and 

Coastal Change 

 Potential sites for Major Energy Infrastructure Projects located on an active 

coast line 

 Coastal management, erosion, adaptation 

 Flood risk related to estuaries 

 Effect of climate change on the coastline and hydrological processes 

 Detrimental impact on the sea bed and coastal foreshore environment 

Health  Construction and transportation noise impact on local communities 

 Long term loss of tranquil areas 
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 Loss of large areas of countryside used for leisure and tourism 

 Negative impact on air quality 

Housing and 

Accommodation 

 Provision of campus style accommodation for construction workers 

 Influx of construction workers into the area and overwhelming the 

accommodation opportunities for local people and people visiting the area 

Training and 

Education 

Opportunities 

 Availability of skills in the local area 

 Upskilling of the local workforce through appropriate training programmes 

and education 

 Investment in training opportunities for the local workforce 

Transport Network  Local roads are not well suited to carrying the number or type of vehicle 

movements that will be necessary to enable construction and operation of 

Major Energy Infrastructure Projects 

 Agreement of dedicated routes with local community participation 

 Need for park and ride facilities to be created 

 Inadequate provision of laybys on the road network across Suffolk 

 Cumulative impact of other associated growth across and outside of Suffolk 

 Utilisation of existing rail networks 

 

Modifications to Policy SCLP3.4: 

“In its role either as determining authority for development under the Town and Country Planning 

Act, or as consultee on Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, the Council will take into 

consideration the nature, scale, extent and potential impact of proposals for Major Energy 

Infrastructure Projects, including cumulative impacts throughout their lifetime, including 

decommissioning of existing plant and facilities.  

The Council will work in partnership with the scheme promoter, local communities, National Grid, 

Government, New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership, service providers, public bodies and relevant 

local authorities to ensure significant local community benefits and an ongoing legacy of the 

development is achieved as part of any Major Infrastructure Projects as outlined in Table 3.6. 

Proposals for Major Energy Infrastructure Projects across the District and the need to mitigate the 

impacts arising from these will have regard to be considered against the following policy 

requirements: 

a) Relevant Neighbourhood Plan policies, strategies and visions; 

b) Appropriate packages of local community benefit to mitigate the impacts of be provided by 

the developer to offset and compensate the burden and disturbance experienced by the 

local community for hosting major infrastructure projects; 

c) Community safety and cohesion impacts; 

d) Requirement for a robust Environmental Impact Assessment  
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e) Requirement for a robust Habitats Regulations Assessment; 

f)   Requirement for a robust Heritage Impact Assessment; 

f) g) Requirement for robust assessment of the potential impacts on the Suffolk Coast and 

Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; 

g) h) Appropriate flood and erosion defences, including the effects of climate change are 

incorporated into the project to protect the site during the construction, operational and 

decommissioning stages; 

h) i) Appropriate road and highway measures are introduced (including diversion routes) for 

construction, operational and commercial traffic to reduce the pressure on the local 

communities; 

i) j) The development and associated infrastructure proposals will seekare to deliver positive 

outcomes for the local community and surrounding environment; 

j) k) Economic and community benefits where feasible are maximised through agreement of 

strategies in relation to employment, education and training opportunities for the local 

community; 

k) l) Measures to ensure the successful decommissioning and restoration of the site through 

appropriate landscaping is delivered to minimise and mitigate the environmental and social 

harm caused during operational stages of projects; 

l) m) Cumulative impacts of projects are taken into account and do not cause significant 

adverse impacts; and 

m) n) Appropriate monitoring measures during construction, operating and decommissioning 
phases to ensure mitigation measures remain relevant and effective.” 

 

 

 


