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Conclusions

According  to  H31's  “Purpose”:  “This  report  identifies  junctions  and  links  that  are  likely  to
experience  significant  peak  hour  congestion  in  the  future.  [It]  focuses  on  forecast  traffic
assignments  where  a  reduction  in  forecast  car  demand  has  been  implemented  based  on
assumptions about the likelihood of achieving a model shift away from private car travel.”

Because it presumes an unrealistic and undeliverable reduction in “car demand”, H31 is as fatally
flawed as H30. As per my H30 Response: “With its combination of incomprehensible technobabble
and nonsensical aspirations, H30 has neither value nor credibility, because its conclusions bear no
relation to real-life vehicle usage.”

“What The Results Show” states that the growth in traffic: “Is a result of changing patterns of travel
behaviour and predicted future growth in housing and jobs across Suffolk.”

Since  there  will  be  little  jobs  growth  in  Suffolk  Coastal,  it  follows  that  H31's  results  are
meaningless.

This section also states:  “Numerous locations across the network are shown to have capacity
issues, measured using the volume to capacity (V/C) percentage which compares the capacity of
the network to the assigned traffic flow.”

If  houses are  built  without  local  jobs,  thousands of  workers  will  commute elsewhere to work.
“Mitigation” will be ineffective, and traffic capacity issues will be considerably worse than claimed in
H31. Hopefully, the Inspector will also reach these conclusions.

Possible “Mitigation”

“What Does This Mean” describes various “mitigation measures”, including – 

1. Removal of bottlenecks – which will only create bottlenecks elsewhere.
2. Sustainable transport – electric vehicles requiring massive infrastructure improvements.
3. Personal travel planning – creating a new industry of “experts”.
4. Connected vehicles – vehicles communicating with each other. 
5. Autonomous vehicles – driverless cars.

These unproven “mitigation measures” will create problems, including  swapping one bottleneck for
another, lithium mining on a gigantic scale and disposal of toxic batteries, the cost of  “personal
travel planning”, unsolved technical problems regarding vehicles talking to each other and being
driverless. These measures will achieve zero volume “mitigation”.

Future Highway Schemes

There will be a connecting road between Candlet Road and the High Road, and an overbridge at
Innocence Farm. Neither of these schemes will “mitigate” congestion.

Jobs And Housing Growth

Paragraph 2.5.1 states that District growth to 2036 will be 20,673 jobs and 20,980 houses. These
figures considerably exceed Local Plan figures and don't make sense. A household density of 2.2
means  a  population  increase  of  46,200  (up  37%)  with  around  30,900  new  people  seeking
employment.  If  there  are  only  20.673  jobs,  this  will  mean  over  10,000  extra  people  being
unemployed. A lack of jobs is hardly an incentive to relocate to the District! These figures mean



H30 and H31 conclusions are worthless. 

Jobs and housing figures have been provided by the Council and include: “Completions 2016-18,
permissions,  existing  allocations  and development  with  a resolution  to grant  permission as  at
31.03/18 (which are included in the core assumptions), site allocations, housing requirements for
the Neighbourhood Plan areas and the windfall assumptions.” 

One has to wonder if  the people who provided these figures to WSP have consulted with the
people who drafted the Local Plan, or if the authors of H30 and H31 have even read the Plan!

Downwards Demand Adjustment

H31 claims that only one junction in Suffolk Coastal will have a downwards “demand adjustment”
due to the “mitigation measures” described above - Langer Road / Beach Station Road.

However, according to Paragraph 3.7.9: “Analysis of link V/C ratios within Felixstowe indicate the
A154 route (Candlet Road / Garrison Lane / Langer Road) is approaching or exceeding capacity in
AM and PM peak periods in 2026/2036.” 

So, traffic along Langer Road will go down as well as up! 

Innocence Farm

Paragraph 3.7.11 states:  “Junctions near Innocence Farm operate with an overall V/C less than
85%.  However,  individual  movements  operate  close  to  capacity  –  (a)  AM Peak  has  all  links
operating  with  V/C <85% in  2026/36  (b)  PM Peak  (I)  The  minor  road  parallel  to  the  A14  is
approaching  capacity  in  2026/2036  (ii)  The  Croft  Lane  approach  to  the  A14  is  approaching
capacity in 2036.” 

This dangerously flawed statement fails to recognise -

1. An increase of 3,200 HGV's and 600 LGV's between now and 2036. 
2. Vehicles  travelling  eastward will  exit  the  A14 via  an inadequate  junction  and approach

Innocence Farm along the narrow Croft Lane.
3. Vehicles will  exit  westward in an almost continuous stream via a bridge over the A14 /

Levington Link Road and junction onto the A14.
4. Vehicles exiting eastward, via Croft Lane, will join the A14 via this inadequate junction.
5. Vehicles travelling westward to Innocence Farm will have to continue along the A14 to the

Seven Hills Roundabout, do a U-turn, and enter via the chronically overcrowded Croft Lane.
6. Croft Lane is not wide enough to accommodate two-way HGV traffic or traffic that is backed

up.

It is worrying that H31's authors cannot foresee the traffic problems associated with Innocence
Farm. The WSP website states: “We make extraordinary efforts to attract, develop, engage and
retain  the best  professionals  in  our  fields  of  expertise  because this  is  what  makes us great.”
Readers of H30 and H31 might disagree!

Fatal Omissions

H31 is worthless because the traffic impacts of major Peninsular housing developments have been
omitted -

North  Felixstowe  Garden  Neighbourhood: 2,000  houses  means  at  least  10,000  extra  vehicle
movements  every  weekday,  including  workers  travelling  off  the  Peninsula  to  their  places  of
employment, considerably adding to congestion on Gulpher Road, Candlet Road, the High Street
and the A14.



Trimley  St  Martin  Housing  Cluster: The  cumulative  normality  of  several  new  housing
developments, all within close proximity of each other, will add to congestion on the High Road,
Howlett Way and the A14.

These omissions are further proof that documents H30 and H31: (a) have significant omissions (b)
make unrealistic assumptions (c) reach unrealistic conclusions and (d) are not worth the paper
they are printed on!
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