
HEARING DOCUMENT H20 EAST SUFFOLK HOUSING AND LAND SUPPLY 

Response  from Rebecca Atherstone  

Resident of Trimley St Martin on behalf of KATCAG 

Dishonesty Regarding Windfalls 

On reading H20 I am at a loss to know why the correct Windfall numbers are not 
recognised. This document offers up a measly allowance of 50 houses per annum 
when the real District average has been 332 per annum since 2001 and a staggering 
421 in the past 5 years. Furthermore, a total of 2,840 Windfalls will be built in the 
next six years. These figures not only wipe out the need for putting 360 houses on 
the farmland off Howlett Way in Trimley St Martin or anywhere else in the village but 
also call into question the validity of the 5 Year Land Supply calculation. 

Flooding and Climate Change 

It should also be pointed out that recently there have been several press reports 
about flooding on the Peninsula following heavy rainfall, which all seem to have 
happened to housing built on farmland! 

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/flooding-felixstowe-suffolk-church-lane-high-road-west-
1-6308835 

https://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/flood-warnings-issued-by-environment-agency-
for-suffolk-1-6299568 

The farmland surrounding Felixstowe and the Trimley Villages has for centuries let 
water naturally drain away through the ground. Too much of the rich soil along the 
Felixstowe Peninsula is now under concrete – and much more is in danger thanks to 
the Draft Local Plan. This includes the invidious Creeping Normality of  
developments in Trimley St Martin, which are clustered in close proximity to each 
other, as well as the destruction of Grade 1 and 2 farmland to the north of 
Felixstowe. Recent downpours have caused enormous problems. As the water rose 
it threw up raw sewage which invaded houses. This happened recently in Church 
Lane in Walton. It was put down to a new housing development. In living memory the 
High Street has never been flooded before.  

This is the Creeping Normality of inadequate sewage! With more housing, combined 
with Climate Change, this will only get worse. This confirms that bad things happen 
in small stages until it is too late to change. This also questions the need for a 5 Year 
Land Supply. 

Water Supplies and Climate Change 

The Environment Agency has expressed concerns about future water shortages in 
England unless action is taken now. Shortages will mean farmland becoming less 

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/flooding-felixstowe-suffolk-church-lane-high-road-west-1-6308835
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/flooding-felixstowe-suffolk-church-lane-high-road-west-1-6308835


fertile, with fewer crop varieties, and being subject to extreme weather events. Sir 
James Bevan, its chief executive, stated that the UK is facing an existential threat 
thanks to population growth and Climate Change. Within 20 to 25 years, England 
would reach “the jaws of death”, being the point at which there will not be enough 
water to supply our needs unless action is taken to effect change.  

This particularly applies to our District, where the farmland is Grade 1 and 2, and is 
in danger of being concreted over in the name of non-existent jobs and unnecessary 
housing. 

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/news/investing-now-to-tackle-future-water-shortages/ 

So, not only are we short of water, but because of WHERE and HOW we build 
houses, flooding is set to become more frequent. It is quite possible that in the not 
too distant future water sanctions may have to be put in place.  

Once again, the validity of the 5 Year Land Supply calculation is brought into 
question. 

Exaggerated Housing Needs 

We have lived in Trimley St Martin for 16 years. We moved here BECAUSE it was 
rural. So did everyone else we speak to. 

The Housing figures put forward by the Council do not add up. They fail to take the 
true Windfall numbers into account. They do not recognise that employment 
opportunities are limited. Most disturbingly, they ignore the impacts of Climate 
Change! 

Locals know that our High Road is already struggling because of traffic increases 
due to over development that has already occurred. It certainly can’t cope with the 
Creeping Normality of thousands of extra cars from more house building. Neither can 
the Environment. We need our farmland to be preserved to continue to grow food. 

An exaggerated  5 Year Land Supply makes a mockery of the real housing needs. 

The Unnecessary Five Year Land Supply and Climate Change 

The purpose of H20 is to demonstrate the credibility of the District's Five Year Land 
Supply. However, even though we live in a largely rural, food producing District, the 
Council have blindly and unthinkingly followed supposed government requirements 
to use the so-called Standard Methodology regarding building large numbers of 
houses on valuable and irreplaceable food producing farmland.  

This is despite the fact that, legally, THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT TO USE THIS 
CALCULATION!  



According to government advice, there is no need to apply the Standard 
Methodology when calculating this number IF THE CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANT 
AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH. 

The NPPF also allows exceptions to be made. 

It has been credibly argued that being rural, fertile and food-producing, the District is 
exceptional and warrants an alternative, strategic approach – preserve our farmland 
for food production, not only for today's UK residents but for our descendants, when 
Global Warming will mean more people across the planet competing – if not fighting 
– for food supplies that will become scarcer with each new generation. 

A Heartfelt Appeal 

While drafting this I looked out of my kitchen window. I saw a partridge, two squirrels, 
a rabbit and six different species of birds. We also see deer, hares, geese, swans 
and many other bird species who share the environment with us. 

My submission to you in September was a heartfelt concern about wiping out the 
wildlife. Their Wellbeing…and Ours…depends on saving valuable farmland for  
future generations. 

East Suffolk has declared a Climate Emergency. With your support, this could mean 
a future our children and grandchildren will be able to look forward to! There will be 
few if any new jobs, meaning no need for housing other than those already in the 
pipeline. Please consider the EXCEPTIONS arguments with the seriousness they 
deserve and declare the Draft Local Plan to be unsound. 

This is our last chance, and we are relying on you! 
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