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Suffolk Coastal Local Plan Examination 

Note on proposed modification to SCLP12.23: Land off Lower Road and Westerfield Road (Ipswich 

Garden Suburb Country Park)  

1. This note responds to the Inspector’s comments within the first review of the table of modifications 

that has been prepared by the Council to identify amendments to the plan.  

2. Against Policy SCLP12.23 the Inspector has questioned whether the proposed additional criteria (e) 

should seek net gains for biodiversity to be consistent with national policy, instead of seeking 

enhancements for biodiversity.  

3. For clarity, paragraph 170 (d) of the National Planning Policy Framework (Document C1) requires 

planning policies to enhance the natural environment by providing net gains for biodiversity. Also, 

paragraph 174 (b) of the National Planning Policy Framework (Document C1) states that plans should 

secure measurable net gains for biodiversity. Although, a means of measuring net gains for 

biodiversity is yet to be established and adopted by government.  

4. As this allocation is provided in association with the Ipswich Garden Suburb, and the allocation itself 

relates to the Country Park aspect of the said Garden Suburb, it is expected that this allocation 

would provide an opportunity for the delivery of net gains for biodiversity to be achieved for the 

wider Ipswich Garden Suburb. 

5. Although net gains for biodiversity are required through Policy SCLP10.1 of the Suffolk Coastal Final 

Draft Local Plan (Document A1), and through Policy DM8 of the Ipswich Borough Council Final Draft 

Local Plan and through the 2017 adopted supplementary planning document for the Ipswich Garden 

Suburb; Policy SCLP12.23 does not explicitly refer to securing net gains for biodiversity. 

6. In order to ensure that net gains for biodiversity can be facilitated in this allocation, the Council is 

proposing the modification outlined in paragraph 4 of this note in response to the Inspector’s 

question. 

7. This would also allow for consistency with planning conditions imposed on two outline planning 

permissions already granted for the Ipswich Garden Suburb to date. Namely, IP/14/00638/OUTFL 

and IP/16/00608/OUT. Both permissions include planning conditions requiring site wide Ecology 

Strategies which are imposed in order to provide net gains in biodiversity. The IP/16/00608/OUT 

permission includes within it the Country Park element of the Garden Suburb which is allocated 

through Policy SCLP12.23 in the Suffolk Coastal Final Draft Plan. 

8. The Council consider that criterion (e) of Policy SCLP12.23 should be amended as set out below. 

Modifications are shown in strikethrough for deleted text and in underline for additional text. The 
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Council will include these revisions in the schedule of modifications that has been collated as part of 

the Examination. 

Modification to Policy SCLP12.23 (further modifications are shown in grey shading): 

“e) Provide enhancements net gains for biodiversity”. 


