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Consultation on proposed Main Modifications to the East Suffolk Council – Suffolk Coastal Local Plan 

was held between 1st May and 5pm on 10th July 2020. A small number of comments have been 

received after this time which have been accepted given the exceptional circumstances due to the 

Covid-19 situation. This document contains summaries of the comments that were received after 

5pm on Friday 10th July (but by the 21st July) and the Council’s responses to these. Responses to the 

consultation will be considered by the Inspector before he prepares his final report on the Suffolk 

Coastal Local Plan. 

 

Where further amendments to Main Modifications are proposed, these are shown in bold using the 

formatting of strikethrough for deletions and underline for additions.  
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MM1 - Reference to Ipswich Northern Route (Various) 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

The Plan should recognise the 

impact on the economy of the 

removal of the Upper Orwell 

Crossings and the Ipswich 

Northern Route. 

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 559) 

The economic growth planned for is not 

dependent on the infrastructure 

referred to.    
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MM4 – Amendment to housing figures (Various) 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

Economic trends, which justify the 

scale of housing numbers, need to 

be reviewed in view of Covid-19.  

 

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 554) 

The housing number as proposed 

through the Main Modifications is 

consistent with the standard 

methodology as set out in the NPPF and 

the Planning Practice Guidance on 

Housing and Economic Needs 

Assessment. Any longer-term economic 

impacts from Covid-19 would 

appropriately be considered through a 

review of the Local Plan, at a time when 

any longer-term impacts can be fully 

understood. The Council produces a 

monitoring report every year and must 

review the Plan and consider whether 

there is a need to revise it at least every 

five years, and there are therefore 

mechanisms to consider these impacts 

in the context of the Local Plan.  
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MM17 – Para 5.38 to 5.46 including Table 5.1 / Policy 

SCLP5.8: Housing Mix 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

The Council has not made 

adequate assessment of the 

needs for older people nor 

allocated sufficient deliverable 

sites. Reference is made to two 

reports – ‘Too Little, Too Late? 

Housing for an ageing population’ 

and ‘Unlocking Potential for 

Senior Living’.  

Landform Estates 

(Pagano, Erik) (Rep 

ID: 551) 

The Council has assessed the needs for 

the size and tenure of specialist housing 

across the plan area and plan period, as 

set out in the proposed modifications to 

the new paragraph after paragraph 5.41 

and in paragraph 5.42.  

The Council’s Note on Specialist 

Housing (September 2019) (Document 

I8) sets out the Council’s considerations 

as to why it is not considered 

appropriate to allocate sites for 

specialist housing or to adopt an 

exception sites approach. The flexible 

approach is considered to reflect the 

Planning Practice Guidance on Housing 

for Older and Disabled People which 

does not require plans to allocate sites 

and which recognises that many older 

people may not want or need specialist 

accommodation.  
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MM49 – Reference to SCLP11.9: Areas to be Protected from 

Development (various) 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

Objection to the removal of Policy 

SCLP11.9 in the Final Draft Local 

Plan and East Suffolk Council’s 

decision not to provide more 

evidence. Its removal will weaken 

objections to planning 

applications. 

 

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 557) 

Reasons for proposed removal are in 

‘Note on proposed deletion of Policy 

SCLP11.9: Areas to be Protected from 

Development’ (February 2020) 

(Document J35).  

Preparation of evidence to support 

retaining policy SCLP11.9 in the Final 

Draft Local Plan would be a complex 

and time consuming process and would 

delay the examination and adoption of 

the Local Plan.  
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MM73 – Reference to Innocence Farm 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

The employment growth figures 

should be revised to take account 

of the removal of Innocence 

Farm.  

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 555) 

The jobs projections and land 

requirements in the Plan are 

independent of the requirements for 

Port related land which were proposed 

through the Innocence Farm allocation  

and of the housing need which is 

calculated through the standard 

methodology consistent with the NPPF.  
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MM86 – Para 12.577 to 12.580 / Policy SCLP12.52: Land to 

the West of Chapel Road, Grundisburgh 
 

Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

Suffolk County Council have 

previously identified the site as 

unsuitable, it is not clear what has 

changed. Concern also about the 

increased traffic on local roads. 

 

 

Aldridge, Jean & 

Colin (Rep ID: 538) 

A Statement of Common Ground was 

agreed between ESC, SCC and 

Hopkins Homes in October 2019 

within which parties reached the 

agreed position that with the 

modifications the Plan is sound in 

respect of matters relating to 

highways access.   

 

Concerns regarding the ability of 

the local road network to 

accommodate the development.  

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545); 

Hutchinson, Robert 

& Anne (Rep ID: 

540)  

Leech, Gillian (Rep 

ID: 541); Manning, 

Nichola (Rep ID: 

542) 

 

A Statement of Common Ground was 

agreed between ESC, SCC and 

Hopkins Homes in October 2019 

within which parties reached the 

agreed position that with the 

modifications the Plan is sound in 

respect of matters relating to 

highways access.   

 

Concern over pedestrian safety. Hutchinson, Robert 

& Anne (Rep ID: 

540) 

The proposed Main Modifications to 

criterion d) expects that provision for 

pedestrians will support access to 

services and facilities in the village, 

and paragraph 12.577 of the Final 

Draft Local Plan sets out that 

opportunities to create safe access to 

Ipswich Road via the Recreation 

Ground should be explored. This will 

provide opportunities for people to 

walk within the village.  

 

Concern that construction 

vehicles and emergency services 

vehicles will not be able to access 

the site 

 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

A Statement of Common Ground was 

agreed between ESC, SCC and 

Hopkins Homes in October 2019 

within which parties reached the 

agreed position that with the 
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modifications the Plan is sound in 

respect of matters relating to 

highways access.   

 

Highways have previously not 

supported a village hall being built 

on the site. 

 

Manning, Nichola 

(Rep ID: 543) 

A Statement of Common Ground was 

agreed between ESC, SCC and 

Hopkins Homes in October 2019 

within which parties reached the 

agreed position that with the 

modifications the Plan is sound in 

respect of matters relating to 

highways access.   

 

Concern over safety at the 

junctions to the site.  

Manning, Nichola 

(Rep ID: 543) 

A Statement of Common Ground was 

agreed between ESC, SCC and 

Hopkins Homes in October 2019 

within which parties reached the 

agreed position that with the 

modifications the Plan is sound in 

respect of matters relating to 

highways access.   

 

Site is unsupported by footpaths 

or cycle ways 

Manning, Nichola 

(Rep ID: 542) 

 

The Main Modification proposed to 

criterion (d) is intended to provide 

for access to and from the site in a 

way that would enable access to the 

services and facilities in the village.  

 

It is accepted that the wording of the 

proposed Main Modification to 

criterion (d) could be clearer in its 

intentions by replacing ‘support’ with 

‘facilitate’ as follows: 

“d) provision of pedestrian access 

and footways to facilitate support 

access to services and facilities in the 

village;” 

 

Children that move into/live on 

the development may have to 

attend schools in Ipswich and will 

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545)  

 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 
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therefore need to be taken to 

school via car.  

 

Concern regarding the reduction 

in bus services serving the village. 

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545)  

 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

Parking is an issue in the village 

centre.   

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

The proposed Main Modifications to 

criterion d) expects that provision for 

pedestrians will support access to 

services and facilities in the village, 

and paragraph 12.577 of the Final 

Draft Local Plan sets out that 

opportunities to create safe access to 

Ipswich Road via the Recreation 

Ground should be explored. This will 

provide opportunities for people to 

walk within the village.  

 

Concerns regarding loss of 

countryside. 

Aldridge, Jean & 

Colin (Rep ID: 538) 

 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

The Main Modification to increase 

the size of the site is to enable 

suitable access to be achieved.  

Concerns regarding loss of 

agricultural land 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

 

Concerns over the destruction of 

heritage woodland if Park Road 

were widened.  

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

In terms of the amended site area, 

the Statement of Common Ground 

between ESC, SCC and Hopkins 

Homes includes a statement relating 

to appropriate consideration being 

given to potential impacts on 

Grundisburgh Hall Park related to 

provision of access. The Council 

would support a further modification 

to the end of paragraph 12.577 to 

incorporate this reference into the 

Plan, as follows:  

“The provision of access should 

ensure appropriate consideration is 
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given to potential impacts on 

Grundisburgh Hall Park,  

noting that trees and hedgerows on 

the southern side of Park Road form 

part of the parkland.”  

 

Concerns over the pressure the 

development places on local 

health and education services. 

 

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545); Leech, 

Gillian (Rep ID: 

541);  

 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

 

The village does not have services.  Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

 

Concerns regarding increased risk 

of flooding on Meeting 

Lane/Lower Road 

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545)  

 

The Main Modification to paragraph 

12.580 states that there is evidence 

that the site is likely to be suitable for 

infiltration of surface water, and thus 

includes the requirement for a Flood 

Risk Assessment and Drainage 

Strategy to be prepared to confirm 

this as part of the development 

management process; this is covered 

in the policy text for Policy SCLP12.52 

under criterion (f).   

 

Unclear why the site area has 

increased. 

Caryer, Sheila (Rep 

ID: 545)  

 

The proposed extension to the area 

of the site is to enable suitable access 

to the site from Park Road to address 

issues raised in representations to 

the Final Draft Local Plan, as set out 

in the Statement of Common Ground 

between ESC, SCC and Hopkins 

Homes (October 2019). 

 

Lack of consultation with the 

village 

Hutchinson, Robert 

& Anne (Rep ID: 

540) 

Consultation has taken place 

throughout the production of the 

Local Plan in accordance with the 

Statement of Community 

Involvement and regulations, as 

detailed in the Consultation 
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Statement (Document A10). The 

Main Modifications consultation has 

reflected the scope of the 

consultation on the Final Draft Local 

Plan with adjustments put in place to 

enable fair and equal participation in 

a safe way due to Covid-19. 

There is no need for any more 

housing in Grundisburgh. 

Leech, Gillian (Rep 

ID: 541) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

Too much development in 

Grundisburgh over recent years. 

 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

The site is unsuitable for housing 

of this scale.  

Manning, Nichola 

(Rep ID: 542, 543) 

 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

Concern that following the 

decision to not allocate Land to 

the west of Ipswich Road (site 

1119 in the Strategic Housing and 

Economic Land Availability 

Assessment, Document D10) 

residents were not informed of 

the allocation of Land west of 

Chapel Road in the Final Draft 

Local Plan. 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

Consultation has taken place 

throughout the production of the 

Local Plan in accordance with the 

Statement of Community 

Involvement and regulations, as 

detailed in the Consultation 

Statement (Document A10), 

including with the Parish Council.  

 

The changes in the allocation 

respond to the comments to the First 

Draft Local Plan as set out on pages 

848 to 855 of the Consultation 

Statement (Document A10). 

 

The development would have no 

real connection to the village. 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

549) 

The Main Modification proposed to 

criterion d) is intended to provide for 

access from the site in a way that 

would enable access to the services 

and facilities in the village. The 

Statement of Common Ground 

between ESC, SCC and Hopkins 

Homes (October 2019) shows 

potential pedestrian access to the 

north and east of the site, however it 
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is not appropriate for this level of 

detail to be set out in the policy.  

 

The footpath cannot be paved as 

it is owned by the residents. 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

550) 

The Main Modification to criterion d) 

would require the provision of 

pedestrian access and footways to 

support access to the services and 

facilities in the village, however does 

not specify how that would take 

place.  

The trees on the playing fields 

cannot be touched as they are 

inside the boundary of the playing 

fields.  

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

550) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

The Council have previously 

identified the site as unsuitable.  

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546, 548) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

Development has previously been 

refused on the site. 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

546) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 

 

Respondents are concerned by 

information published on Hopkins 

Homes’ website regarding pre-

application processes. 

Waltham, Barbara 

& Bruce (Rep ID: 

547) 

The comment is noted however is 

not relevant to a Main Modification. 
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General Comments 
Summary of Issues Raised Respondents Council Response 

Concern over the ability of people 

to respond due to Covid-19. All of 

the Parish Councils have 

responded with comments 

concerning this. ESC should 

accurately reflect those views. 

The process should be suspended 

until consultation is possible. 

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 552, 553) 

Healy, Susan (Rep 

ID: 539) 

The Main Modifications consultation 

has reflected the scope of the 

consultation on the Final Draft Local 

Plan with adjustments put in place to 

enable fair and equal participation in a 

safe way due to Covid-19. 

The Council offered to provide hard 

copies of consultation documents free 

of charge by post on request to those 

who were unable to access them online 

and this was communicated in the 

publicity material. The consultation 

period was also held for an extended 

period of ten weeks.  

 

Due to Covid-19 new jobs will not 

be created and needs for housing 

will be lower.  

The Plan should take account of 

the impacts of Covid-19.  

 

 

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 553, 558) 

Healy, Susan (Rep 

ID: 539) 

Modifications relating to the housing 

number proposed through MM4 reflect 

the standard method and are therefore 

consistent with the NPPF and the 

Planning Practice Guidance on Housing 

and Economic Needs Assessment.  

Any longer-term economic impacts 

from Covid-19 would appropriately be 

considered through a review of the 

Local Plan, at a time when any longer-

term impacts can be fully understood. 

The Council produces a monitoring 

report every year and must review the 

Plan and consider whether there is a 

need to revise it at least every five 

years, and there are therefore 

mechanisms to consider these impacts 

in the context of the Local Plan.  

 

Due to Covid-19 there will 

therefore be no need to allocate 

food producing farmland for 

housing.  

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 553) 

The comment is noted however is not 

relevant to a Main Modification. 
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The consultation should be 

paused to allow time for the 

Environment Bill to become 

incorporated into planning policy.  

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 556) 

The comment is noted however is not 

relevant to a Main Modification. 

Brownfield sites, including across 

county borders, must be looked 

at before prime agricultural land 

is developed.  

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 556) 

The comment is noted however is not 

relevant to a Main Modification.  

Due to recent events the plan is 

not based on robust and credible 

evidence.    

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 558) 

The comment is noted however is not 

relevant to a Main Modification.  

Due to recent events the plan 

cannot deliver what it intends to 

do.    

Bremner, Gerry 

(Rep ID: 558) 

The comment is noted however is not 

relevant to a Main Modification.  

 

 


