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Suffolk Coastal Local Plan Examination 

Main Modifications consultation 

Note on consultation adjustments  

The Suffolk Coastal Local Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State on 29th March 2019 

for Examination. The Inspector, Philip Lewis BA (Hons) MA MRTPI, was appointed to 

Examine the Plan and issued his Matters, Issues and Questions in June 2019 and following 

this the Hearing Sessions were held in August and September 2019. The Inspector’s post 

hearings letter was received by the Council in February 2020. Following the course of the 

Examination, progress was then made to the consultation on Main Modifications. 

During March 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, restrictions were put in place nationally 

on many aspects of daily life, which would affect the way in which the Council would be able 

to undertake the consultation and the way in which people would be able to engage and 

respond. This included an overall requirement for people to stay at home and saw the 

closure of many buildings, services and facilities.  

In moving towards the Main Modifications consultation the Council therefore gave careful 

consideration to the implications arising from the restrictions in place and to the social 

distancing measures, considering those who may be affected and how the Council could 

ensure no-one who may wish to comment is disadvantaged.  

The Planning Inspectorate’s Procedure Guidance for Local Plan Examinations (June 2019) 

(paragraph 6.8) sets out that the consultation on Main Modifications should follow the 

‘scope and duration’ of the consultation under Regulation 19 of the Town and Country 

Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations (i.e. the Final Draft Local Plan).  

The Council would usually, in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended) and the Council’s Statement of 

Community Involvement (Document A11), make hard copies of consultation documents 

available in the Council’s offices and in the libraries. Due to the Covid-19 restrictions these 

facilities were closed to the public from late March.  

The Council was also aware that many people or organisations who may wish to respond 

may not be able to do so in the usual way. This includes groups such as Town and Parish 

Councils who would not be able to meet in person and also those who are ‘shielding’ who 

may not be able to leave the house.  
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Following correspondence between the Council and the Inspector, the Inspector sent a note 

to the Council on 29th April 2020 (Document J58) documenting his considerations on holding 

the Main Modifications consultation. The Inspector’s note set out matters with commencing 

the consultation relating to ensuring fairness and equality for possible respondents and 

whether the consultation can accord with procedural requirements.  

The Inspector’s note referred to the Government guidance available to local planning 

authorities at the time through a letter to Chief Planners issued on 23rd March 2020.  This 

Chief Planner letter stated that ‘We encourage all local planning authorities to continue, as 

much as possible, to work proactively with their community and other stakeholders to 

progress plans, even if some adjustments to timetables are necessary.’ 

As set out in the Council’s response to the Inspector’s note (Document J58), the Council 

assessed and put in place a number of adjustments to enable all those with an interest in 

the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan to participate in the Main Modifications consultation in a fair 

and equal way.  

The adjustments were underpinned by an Equality Impact Assessment (Document J61) 

which considered whether there would potentially be a specific impact on those with 

Protected Characteristics (as per the Equality Act 2010).  

Having identified appropriate adjustments, informed by Equality Impact Assessment, it was 

considered appropriate to hold the consultation and enable progress with the Suffolk 

Coastal Local Plan to continue. 

The Council published a Temporary Suspension to the Statement of Community 

Involvement (Document J60) at the start of the consultation which set out the temporary 

adjustments which would be put in place whilst it was not feasible to make hard copies of 

documents available in the Council’s offices or in libraries.  

The adjustments made to enable fair and equal participation in the Main Modifications 

consultation are set out below: 

• The consultation was held for an extended period of ten weeks. This is a considerable 
extension to the usual six weeks (and to the usual extended period of eight weeks).  

 
• The Council provided hard copies of consultation documents, and comments forms, in 

the post free of charge to anyone who requested these due to being unable to access 
the documents online.  
 

• The Council issued a press release at the start of the consultation. In addition, and going 
beyond usual practice, the Council issued a further press release during the 
consultation. In addition to the press releases, the Council also placed Public Notices in 
local newspapers to ensure coverage.  

 
• The Council set out clearly in its correspondence how officers can be contacted via 

phone when not in the office. The team have been, throughout the consultation, 
operating under a voicemail service. Consultation material (including letters and emails 
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to consultees) set out that should anyone wish to contact the team they may leave a 
message including contact details and that their call will be returned as soon as 
possible.  
 

• The Council also committed to assisting anyone who was unable to comment online or 
by email and who was unable to leave their house to post their response, for example 
through a volunteer collecting the response.   

 
 
The arrangements for accessing hard copies of documents were publicised as follows: 

• Within the notification letters and emails sent to all individuals and organisations at 
the start of the consultation on the Planning Policy and Delivery Team’s mailing list; 

• Within press releases (one at the start of the consultation and a further one during 
the consultation); 

• Within Public Notices (going beyond the Council’s usual practices, a Public Notice 
ensures that the information is printed in the press); 

• On the Council’s Local Plan Examination webpages. 
 
Publicity material also contained contact details for the Planning Policy and Delivery Team 
should anyone require any assistance.  
 
The Council committed to keeping the arrangements under review throughout the 
consultation in view of changing external circumstances. During the consultation the 
national social distancing measures and the Government’s planning guidance was updated 
or amended a number of times. Each time the Council carefully considered the potential 
impact on the consultation and the ability of potential respondents to engage in the 
consultation, with reference to the Equality Impact Assessment referred to above.  A 
timeline, which sets out the relevant changes to social distancing restrictions as well as 
updates to Government planning guidance throughout the consultation, is set out below. 
The timeline below also sets out publicity measures which were undertaken during the 
consultation.  
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

1st May 2020 Consultation begins 
This involved: 

• Direct notification to all consultees held on the 
planning policy mailing list (a copy of the Notification 
Letter can be viewed as Document J69); 

• All consultation documents were placed on the 
Council’s website; 

• Social media posts on the East Suffolk Council Twitter 
account and on the East Suffolk Council Planning 
Twitter account; 

• Press release. 
 

- 

1st May 2020 Covid Planning Newsletter May 2020 
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-
and-Building-Control-Newsletter/19-Covid-Planning-
Newsletter-May20.pdf  
The Planning and Building Control newsletter, which is 
published on the Council’s website as well as being circulated 
to Parish Council clerks, developers, agents and Councillors, 
provided information about the consultation and the ways in 
which documents could be viewed, and provided contact 
details of the Planning Policy and Delivery Team should 
anyone require further information or assistance.  

- 

8th May 2020 Public Notices 
Public Notices placed in the East Anglian Daily Times, Beccles 
and Bungay Journal and the Lowestoft Journal. The Public 
Notices provided information about the consultation and the 
ways in which documents could be viewed, and provided 

- 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/19-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-May20.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/19-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-May20.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/19-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-May20.pdf
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

contact details of the Planning Policy and Delivery Team 
should anyone require further information or assistance. 
These are attached as Appendix A to this note.  

13th May 2020 Changes to social distancing 
From 13th May, the Government’s guidance and messaging 
on social distancing slightly changed however this did not 
affect those matters related to the consultation 
arrangements which are principally the closure of libraries 
and the Council’s offices to the public, the potential that 
some consultees may be unable to leave their homes and the 
ability of organisations or groups to hold face to face 
meetings. 

The arrangements put in place for ensuring that those 
who wish to are able to participate in the consultation in 
a fair and equal way were considered to remain relevant 
and were continued.  
 

13th May 2020 Publication of MHCLG Coronavirus (Covid-19) Planning 
Update  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-
planning-update#local-plans 
This provided an update on MHCLG’s position on a range of 
planning matters. Of particular relevance to the preparation 
of the Local Plan and the consultation on Main Modifications 
was the Local Plans section. 
Local Plans – the update states that MHCLG want to see Local 
Plans progressing through the system as a vital means of 
supporting economic recovery in line with the government’s 
aspirations to have plans in place across the country by 2023. 
The update goes on to state that MHCLG recognise the 
challenges that some local authorities may face, and are 
working on ways to address this, from actively exploring 
options to achieve online inspection of documents being the 

Whilst it was noted that MHCLG are looking at options 
related to online inspection of documents being the 
default position, the Council had put measures in place 
to post copies of documents free of charge to those who 
are unable to access them online and continued to do 
this. 
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

default position to engaging with the Planning Inspectorate 
on the use of virtual hearings and written submissions.  

13th May 2020 Publication of Planning Practice Guidance on Plan-making 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making#covid19  
New paragraph 076 acknowledged that the Government’s 
guidance on social distancing has implications for local 
authorities and local plan-making, including how the public 
are engaged and the ability of authorities to comply with 
policies set out in their Statements of Community 
Involvement. It states that if there is any conflict with 
guidance on plan-making, this guidance supersedes current 
Plan-making guidance until further notice. Specific reference 
is made to reading the guidance in parallel with paragraphs 
034, 035 and 071 of the PPG.  
Paragraph 034 relates to the earlier stages, up to Regulation 
19 consultation on submission documents, and was therefore 
not considered to be of relevance to the Suffolk Coastal Local 
Plan consultation on Main Modifications. Paragraph 035 
relates to the early stages of plan preparation and therefore 
is also not relevant to the Main Modifications consultation.  
Paragraph 071 sets out guidance in relation to the review of 
Statements of Community Involvement. This sets out that a 
local planning authority should regularly review and update 
their Statement of Community Involvement to reflect any 
changes to engagement (see below re paragraph 077).  
New paragraph 077 states that ‘Where any of the policies in 
the Statement of Community Involvement cannot be 
complied with due to current guidance to help combat the 
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19), the local planning 

In regards to paragraph 077 The Council had already 
undertaken amendments to the Statement of 
Community Involvement through the production of the 
‘Temporary Suspension of Statement of Community 
Involvement for planning policy purposes’ (May 2020) 
(Document J60). 
 
The Council was doing so by posting hard copies of 
consultation documents free of charge to those who 
were not able to access them online. The Council also 
offered to provide a bespoke service to those unable to 
leave their home to post responses, such as through 
collection of responses by a volunteer.  
 
In regards to paragraph 078 the Council gave 
consideration to the specific consultation practices being 
undertaken for the Main Modifications consultation. 
These are as set out in the ‘Temporary Suspension of 
Statement of Community Involvement for planning 
policy purposes’ (Document 60) as well as in the ‘Equality 
Impact Assessment - Main Modifications Consultation’ 
(Document J61). Whilst the Statement of Community 
Involvement does not set out any specific requirements 
for the Main Modifications consultation, the Council 
would usually follow the scope of the Regulation 19 
consultation which would involve making hard copies 
available in libraries and in the Council’s offices for public 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making#covid19


23rd July 2020 
 

7 
 

Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

authority is encouraged to undertake an immediate review 
and update the policies where necessary so that plan-making 
can continue.'  
Paragraph 078 provides guidance on how a local authority 
should deal with circumstances where they are unable to 
comply with the requirements of their Statement of 
Community Involvement. Where this is the case the guidance 
states that ‘The local planning authority should then make 
any temporary amendments that are necessary to allow plan-
making to progress, and that continue to promote effective 
community engagement by means which are reasonably 
practicable.’ Examples of potential alternative methods of 
consultation are set out in the guidance.  
Paragraph 078 of the PPG also states that local authorities 
are encouraged to use online engagement methods to their 
full potential.  
The PPG advises that ‘Authorities will also need to take 
reasonable steps to ensure sections of the community that 
don’t have internet access are involved and consider 
alternative and creative ways to achieve this.’  

inspection. As this was not possible at the time, the 
Council offered to post hard copies, free of charge, to 
those unable to access the documents online. 
The Council uses online methods as its principal form of 
engagement for all consultations, and as set out in the 
Council’s response to the Inspector’s note (Document 
J59) this is the Council’s preferred way of people being 
involved. The consultation documents were all available 
on the website and social media posts had been 
announcing the start of the consultation.  
Other, more targeted approaches, were not considered 
appropriate at this later stage in plan-making.  
 
The Council therefore considered that the adjustments in 
place for the Main Modifications consultation remained 
appropriate.   
 

13th May 2020 Publication of Coronavirus (Covid-19) and Local Plan 
Examinations (Planning Inspectorate) 
No longer available online – see Appendix C of this note. 
This guidance published by the Planning Inspectorate 
considered a number of matters associated with Local Plan 
examinations. Of particular relevance to the Suffolk Coastal 
Local Plan Main Modifications consultation the guidance 
states ‘For some current examinations, the hearings have 
been completed and the next stage will involve consultation 

The Council set out in its response to the Inspector’s 
note (Document J59), the Equality Impact Assessment – 
Main Modifications Consultation (Document J61) and the 
Temporary Suspension of the Statement of Community 
Involvement for planning policy purposes (Document 
J60), the measures that it had put in place to ensure 
fairness to all who wish to engage in the consultation. In 
particular the Equality Impact Assessment considered 
how groups may be impacted and set out measures to 
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

on main modifications and, in some cases, on additional 
evidence. We request that local authorities discuss with the 
Inspector, through the Programme Officer, how these 
consultations can go ahead, taking any necessary measures 
to help ensure fairness.’  

address impacts with a view to ensuring that consultees 
can engage in a fair and equal way. This includes the 
posting of hard copies of consultation documents free of 
charge to those who cannot access them online and 
offering a bespoke service to those who are unable to 
leave their home to post their response. The extension of 
the consultation period, from 6 weeks to 10 weeks, 
provided additional time for responses to be considered 
and submitted including for groups and organisations 
who may otherwise have met face to face.  
The Council’s approach was therefore considered to 
remain consistent with the guidance set out in the PINS 
document. 

22nd May 2020 Social media reminders about the Main Modifications 
consultation were posted.  

- 

28th May 2020 Updated Coronavirus (Covid-19) and Local Plan Examinations 
(Planning Inspectorate) published 
Guidance in relation to Main Modifications consultations the 
same as per the guidance issued on 13th May (see above). 

The Council considered the guidance however as this had 
not changed in relation to Main Modifications 
consultations it was not necessary to review the 
adjustments.  

1st June 2020 Changes to social distancing 
From 1st June 2020 the following easing of restrictions 
relating to Covid-19 (of relevance to the consultation on the 
Main Modifications to the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan) were 
put in place (see the Government’s ‘Coronavirus outbreak 
FAQs: What you can and can’t do’ (updated 1st June 2020)): 

 

Groups of up to 6 people from separate households may 
meet outside, provided social distancing (i.e. keeping 2m 
apart) takes place. 

It was recognised that this may provide some 
opportunity for groups who wish to convene in relation 
to their response to the consultation to do so. However 
the Council’s position as set out in its response to the 
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

Inspector dated 1st May 2020 (Document J59) remained  
appropriate – “The Council has given consideration to 
how groups such as Town and Parish Councils, or other 
organisations, would be able to respond. It is recognised 
that such organisations will not be able to meet in 
person at present and may therefore need to use any 
alternative methods that they have in place. Extending 
the consultation period to ten weeks will assist with 
timing issues arising from this.” 

Advice for those aged 70 and over, those with underlying 
health conditions and for pregnant women remains that they 
should take particular care to minimise contact with others 
outside their household. 

The Council’s measures related to age, disability and 
pregnancy as set out in its Equality Impact Assessment – 
Main Modifications Consultation (Document J61) 
remained appropriate. 

Those who are ‘shielding’ are allowed to spend time 
outdoors once a day with their household or, for those 
shielding alone, with one person from another household, 
taking extra care to comply with social distancing (i.e. 
keeping 2m apart). 

The Council’s measures related to age and disability as 
set out in its Equality Impact Assessment – Main 
Modifications Consultation (Document J61) remained 
appropriate. 
Whilst this change made it allowable for individuals to 
leave their homes, the Council continued to offer 
assistance in submitting a response to those who are 
unable to leave their home (for example due to self-
isolation), as set out in the Equality Impact Assessment – 
Main Modifications Consultation (Document J61) – 
“Should anyone be unable to submit a response online 
or by email and be unable to leave their home to post a 
response the Council will consider bespoke measures on 
a case by case basis to enable people to respond. E.g. On 
request, an East Suffolk Council volunteer collecting the 
letter.” 
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

10th June 2020 Changes to social distancing 
On 10th June the following easing of restrictions relating to 
Covid-19 (of relevance to the consultation on the Main 
Modifications to the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan) were 
announced (see the Government’s ‘Coronavirus outbreak 
FAQs: What you can and can’t do’ (updated 10th June 2020)): 

 

From 13th June - Households of only one adult are allowed to 
meet indoors with one other household, exclusively. 

This was noted as being likely to provide only limited 
further opportunity for convening in relation to 
responding to the consultation. Therefore the Council’s 
position as set out in its response to the Inspector dated 
1st May 2020 (Document J59) remains appropriate – 
“The Council has given consideration to how groups such 
as Town and Parish Councils, or other organisations, 
would be able to respond. It is recognised that such 
organisations will not be able to meet in person at 
present and may therefore need to use any alternative 
methods that they have in place. Extending the 
consultation period to ten weeks will assist with timing 
issues arising from this.” 

From 15th June – shops and some outdoor attractions will be 
permitted to open. 

The Council would usually provide for public viewing of 
consultation documents in libraries. The relaxations did 
not extend to libraries and therefore the Council’s 
approach to sending out hard copies by post free of 
charge to those unable to access the documents online 
remained appropriate. 

Advice for those aged 70 and over, those with underlying 
health conditions and for pregnant women remains that they 
should take particular care to minimise contact with others 
outside their household. Those who are shielding are advised 

The Council’s measures related to age, disability and 
pregnancy as set out in its Equality Impact Assessment – 
Main Modifications Consultation (Document J61) 
remained appropriate. 
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

not to meet with one other household, as per the new 
allowances introduced from 13th June. 

12th June 2020 Further press release issued, setting out the details of the 
consultation, how documents can be viewed and contact 
details for the Planning Policy and Delivery Team.  

- 

12th June 2020 Social media reminders about the Main Modifications 
consultation were posted. 

- 

12th June 2020 Covid Planning Newsletter June 2020 
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-
and-Building-Control-Newsletter/18-Covid-Planning-
Newsletter-Jun20.pdf  
The Planning and Building Control newsletter provided a 
reminder about the consultation and the ways in which 
documents could be viewed, and provided contact details of 
the Planning Policy and Delivery Team should anyone require 
further information or assistance.  

- 

26th June 2020 Changes to social distancing 
On 26th June the following easing of restrictions relating to 
Covid-19 (of relevance to the consultation on the Main 
Modifications to the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan) were 
announced (see the Government’s ‘Coronavirus outbreak 
FAQs: What you can and can’t do’ (updated 26th June 2020)): 

 

From 4th July – Groups of two households can meet indoors 
or outdoors, provided social distancing is adhered to. 

This was noted as being likely to provide only limited 
further opportunity for convening in relation to 
responding to the consultation. Therefore the Council’s 
position as set out in its response to the Inspector dated 
1st May 2020 (Document J59) remained appropriate – 
“The Council has given consideration to how groups such 
as Town and Parish Councils, or other organisations, 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/18-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-Jun20.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/18-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-Jun20.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Planning-and-Building-Control-Newsletter/18-Covid-Planning-Newsletter-Jun20.pdf
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Date Relevant stage Council response (where relevant) 

would be able to respond. It is recognised that such 
organisations will not be able to meet in person at 
present and may therefore need to use any alternative 
methods that they have in place. Extending the 
consultation period to ten weeks will assist with timing 
issues arising from this.” 

From 4th July – libraries will be able to open. See below. 

From 4th July – community centres will be able to open. This was noted as being likely to provide only limited 
further opportunity for convening in relation to 
responding to the consultation. Therefore the Council’s 
position as set out in its response to the Inspector dated 
1st May 2020 (Document J59) remained appropriate – 
“The Council has given consideration to how groups such 
as Town and Parish Councils, or other organisations, 
would be able to respond. It is recognised that such 
organisations will not be able to meet in person at 
present and may therefore need to use any alternative 
methods that they have in place. Extending the 
consultation period to ten weeks will assist with timing 
issues arising from this.” 

Advice for those aged 70 and over, those with underlying 
health conditions and for pregnant women remains that they 
should take particular care to minimise contact with others 
outside their household, although are able to meet others 
outdoors and indoors from 4th July.  
From 6th July, those who are shielding may meet in a group of 
up to six people. 

The Council’s measures related to age, disability and 
pregnancy as set out in its Equality Impact Assessment – 
Main Modifications Consultation (Document J61) 
remained appropriate. 

29th June 2020 Social media reminders about the Main Modifications 
consultation were posted. 

- 
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6th July 2020 Limited opening of some Suffolk libraries. The Council contacted the libraries service in advance of 
the 6th July to ascertain whether it would be possible to 
display consultation documents (noting that this would 
only be for the last week of the consultation). The 
response from the libraries service confirmed that the 
services being offered would not extend to allowing 
viewing of consultation documents. The Council posted a 
message on the Latest News page of the Examination 
website to explain that the consultation documents 
would not be available to view in libraries and that the 
adjustment measures put in place would remain in place.   

10th July 2020 Final Social Media reminder.  
Consultation closed at 5pm.  

- 

 
The Council’s offices have remained closed to the public throughout the duration of the consultation. 
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Provision of assistance 

Throughout the consultation the Council has provided assistance to those who have 

contacted the Planning Policy and Delivery Team requesting hard copies of consultation 

documents or assistance in accessing documents online.  

19 requests were received for a total of 21 sets of hard copies of the consultation 

documents.  The Council has provided each person requesting the hard copies of documents 

with the following as standard, but if additional documents had been requested these 

would have been provided wherever possible: 

• Schedule of Proposed Main Modifications (Document J62) 

• Schedule of Proposed Additional Modifications (Document J63) 

• Schedule of Proposed Policies Map Modifications (Document J64) 

• Main Mods Representation Form  

• Blank Notification Letter (Document J69) 

The track changes version of the Final Draft Local Plan (Document J65) was also requested in 

one instance and was provided.  

The Council has also had 8 further requests for assistance in accessing the documents online 

or in understanding the consultation. These have been responded to by phone call or email. 

The Council also had requests from two parties for further ‘adjustments’, which were to 

extend the consultation period to allow further time for people to liaise over the 

consultation, due to restrictions in being able to meet in person. The Council responded to 

these and clarified that the extension of the consultation to 10 weeks, beyond the usual 6 

weeks, will assist with timing issues arising from restrictions on meeting in person.  

Responses received after the close of consultation 

The Council received responses from ten respondents after 5pm on 10th July (four of which 

had already submitted responses to the consultation). The Council informed the Inspector 

that late responses had been received and explained that whilst the Council would not 

usually support receiving late responses, due to the exceptional circumstances surrounding 

the consultation the Council can see that it would be reasonable to accept them in this 

instance. The Inspector informed the Council that he would wish to accept the late 

representations and a note was subsequently placed on the Latest News page of the 

Council’s Examination website setting out that responses received by 21st July would be 

accepted.  

Respondents raising issues related to responding to the consultation 

In summarising the issues arising through the consultation the Council identified some 

responses which indicated that the respondent felt that they had been disadvantaged due 

to the consultation being held at a time when restrictions were in place. These respondents 

have been contacted to provide a further opportunity for assistance to be provided and for 
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any alternative or additional related comments to be submitted, by 9am on Monday 3rd 

August.  

Further changes to legislation and guidance 

Shortly after the close of the consultation period, the Government published further 

legislation and guidance as set out below: 

The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2020 (https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/731/contents/made) came 

into force on 16th July 2020. These Regulations amend the Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 through the temporary (until 31st December 2020) 

removal of section 35(1)(a) which set out the requirement to display copies of documents at 

the Council’s principal office and at such other places within their area as the local planning 

authority consider appropriate. Whilst Regulation 35 does not apply directly to a 

consultation on Main Modifications, as the PINS Procedure Guidance for Local Plan 

Examinations (June 2019) (paragraph 6.8) sets out that the consultation on Main 

Modifications should follow the ‘scope and duration’ of the consultation under Regulation 

19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations the Council 

would usually apply Regulation 35 at this stage.  

Accompanying Planning Practice Guidance (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-

making#covid19) (new paragraphs dated 15th July which accompany the earlier additions 

dated 13th May) was also published. In particular, this includes the guidance ‘Local planning 

authorities should consider how they can continue to promote effective community 

engagement by means which are reasonably practicable, in particular to reach those 

sections of the community that do not have internet access’.  

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2020 (https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/734/regulation/2/made) also 

temporarily amends the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

(2004).  The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2020 are 

relevant to the production of the Sustainability Appraisal which incorporates the 

requirements for Strategic Environmental Assessment. The legislation amends Regulation 

13(4) in terms of consultation procedures to state that relevant documents shall be kept on 

the website for Inspection, rather than at the Council’s principal office.  

Accompanying amendments to the Planning Practice Guidance 

(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-

appraisal#covid19) sets out that authorities should be proactive in ensuring effective 

consultation and fair participation in the development of plans, programmes and 

modifications to them.   

It is considered that the measures the Council has put in place throughout the consultation 

on the Main Modifications, including its offer of provision of hard copies of documents by 

post, free of charge, on request and offers of assistance through multiple publicity 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/731/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making#covid19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making#covid19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/734/regulation/2/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal#covid19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal#covid19
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measures, are fully consistent with these more recent changes to the legislation and 

guidance. 

Overview 

As demonstrated by the evidence above, the Council has conducted the consultation in a 

manner which has been consistent with the Government’s guidance on progressing with 

local plans whilst ensuring that fair and equal participation can take place. The Council has 

gone beyond its usual measures for example by sending copies of documents free of charge 

by post, by placing Public Notices in the press and by holding the consultation for ten weeks. 

The Council has kept the consultation measures under review throughout the consultation 

in order that any appropriate changes to the way in which the consultation was being held 

could be considered, however none were deemed to be required.  
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Appendix A – Copies of Social Media posts 
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Appendix B – Public Notices  

  

East Anglian Daily Times 
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Beccles and Bungay Journal and 

Lowestoft Journal 
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Appendix C - Coronavirus (Covid-19) and Local Plan Examinations (Planning Inspectorate) 
(13th May 2020) 
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