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Figure 1 Gardens overlooking Southwold Common 

 

Introduction 

Garden across Southwold are under threat from 
pressure to infill through new build or extensions to 
existing properties, and from larger scale 
developments which do not enhance the character 
of the area. The purpose of this garden assessment 
is to ensure that development is informed by an 
understanding how gardens, both individually and 
collectively, contribute to Southwold’s character.    
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Methodology for Inclusion  

Baseline 
 
Private gardens are a valuable feature of the character of 
Southwold. They enhance our understanding of its 
development and growth as well as contributing to the 
green space in the town. The historic core of Southwold 
is notable for its dense historic building stock, which is 
interspersed with Southwold’s numerous greens. These 
greens are further complimented by the high number of 
quality private gardens, both to the front and rear of 
houses, which contribute to this characteristic contrast 
between the tightly packed buildings alongside pockets of 
green space and planting. To the south of the town, 
gardens are more expansive and often associated with 
grand villas, contributing to the character of the large, 
undulating greens and the Common, which overlook the 
sea to the east and the marshes to the south and west. 
To the north, the gardens of the Town Farm Character 
Area are notable for their distinctive design catering to the 
new housing inspired by the fashionable garden city 
ethos. These linear streets of North Road, Pier Avenue  
 

 
 
and Hotson Road are home to small front gardens and 
narrow rear garden plots, which abut each other to create 
long stretches of green space between each row of 
housing, contributing to the open, verdant character of 
the area. The size of the rear gardens in these three 
streets reflects the social class hierarchy of each street, 
which were laid out to cater to different economic strata.   
 
Many of these gardens of interest are front gardens and 
contribute to the overall streetscape and character of the 
Conservation Area and wider Southwold Town. Many of 
the rear gardens that have been identified afford views 
into, across or out of the Conservation Area, and 
enhance the special interest of the area, contributing 
positively to its historic and green character. Others 
collectively contribute to the sense of openness that is a 
special quality of Southwold’s coastal and AONB identity 
or they serve as reminders of the town’s historic urban 
grain.   
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Figure 2 View across gardens on Lorne Road 

 
Methodology 
 
In order to assess gardens and highlight those that make a 
contribution to the character of the area, the following 
methodology has been used. Factors to consider are:  
  

• Gardens which make a key positive contribution to the 
historic, green character of Southwold Town, as 
identified in the Southwold Conservation Area 
Appraisal and Southwold Town Character Appraisal. 

 
• Gardens which reflect historic trends, where a 

significant proportion of the site survives.  
 

• Gardens which reflect a particular period of social, 
commercial or artistic development, or which represent 
development of local, regional or national taste or 
fashion, where a significant proportion of the garden 
survives. 

 
• Gardens which have associations with notable local 

individuals or families, whose landscapes / gardens 
influenced or reflected their lives / work / taste etc, 
where a significant proportion of the site survives. 
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• Gardens, or parts of gardens, which are representative of styles, 
fashions or designs which have otherwise largely disappeared from 
the region/locality.  

 
This is particularly significant when considering boundary treatments, as many 
boundary walls have retained their original historic fabric and are therefore of 
significance to the garden design. 
 
These criteria are not exhaustive, nor are they mutually exclusive categories 
and more than one of them may be relevant in the assessment of any 
particular site. These sites may also be of group value, if they are a group 
which demonstrates any of the above factors.  
This survey was undertaken using aerial satellite imagery and historic 
mapping to ascertain which garden plots are significant to the design and 
character of Southwold and therefore are of merit and require special 
consideration. The list of these gardens is appended to the Character 
Appraisal. 
 
Please note, the list of gardens identified as making a key contribution to the 
character of Southwold is not exhaustive. The planning application process 
may disclose additional gardens that meet these criteria, which warrant 
special protection.   

 

 

 

  

  

Figure 3 Front garden plots within the Town Farm 
Character Area 

Figure 4 Rear garden wall visible from Godyll Road 
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Assessment of Gardens 
 

 

Table 1:  Significant gardens and garden characteristics identified in Southwold  

Character Area Location Reason for inclusion 

Marine Villas 
Cannons villas overlooking Cliff 

Walk 

The gardens around these villas, named Cannons, are notable for their coastal location and 
orientation, which allows for good views of the buildings from Cliff Walks and a complete view of 
the range of buildings. They also afford views to the sea from within them, contributing to the 
character of the area and demonstrating the desirable location of Southwold’s high ground for 
the grand Villa developments and their garden settings.  

 

Marine Villas 

Gardens associated with Villas and 

buildings including Nos 8-10 Ferry 

Road, Stone House, Sole Bay, 

Southwold, and Gun Hill Place 

Gardens located here are often large and set behind walls in beach cobbles and gault brick with 

brick coping, or iron railing. They typically contain shrub planting and established, mature trees, 

and afford views of the greens, wider marshes and sea due to their topographic location. They 

make a positive contribution to the character of the area, as they are often visible from areas of 

public realm and the wider landscape. They also form the setting to many listed buildings in the 

area. The gardens of Southwold House are highlighted in the Southwold Conservation Area and 

are of particular historic and aesthetic significance.  

Old Town Pinkneys Lane 

Pinkneys Lane is dominated by the fine red brick Georgian garden wall on the south-east side, 

along the back-pavement edge of the Lane. Within is a garden and orchard, the current condition 

of which is unknown. The wall and garden trees, however, contribute to the special character of 

the conservation area. 

Old Town Skillmans Hill 

On the north side of the hill are the back gardens of Park Lane and some of Constitution Hill. 

This notably includes Park Villa, enclosed by a long beach pebble wall. These gardens are of 

interest as they afford wide reaching views of marshes, set on the slopes of the hill, and make a 

positive contribution to the area.  
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Old Town Constitution Hill 

The gardens along Constitution Hill are typically small but well planted front garden plots. The 

Southwold Conservation Area Appraisal highlights the garden at Jessamy Cottage as making a 

positive contribution, which is set back behind a white painted picket fence.  

Old Town High Street 

Nos 16-24 form the attractive small garden space associated with the five cottages. They are 

highlighted within the Conservation Area Appraisal as being pleasant and unexpected in the 

street scene. The gardens contain a flower garden with a single tree and a perimeter hedge of 

clipped privet. 

Old Town High Street 

No 34 High Street contains a small garden which separates No 32 from No 34 High Street. This 

space is noted in the Conservation Area Appraisal as an essential part of the setting of No 34, 

Montague House, a small late Georgian jewel in Southwold’s architectural collection. George 

Orwell is known to have stayed in the house. 

Old Town High Street 

Manor Farm Close, located between Nos 51 and 53, has a small yard containing a garden which 

is highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal and makes a positive contribution to the 

character of the area. 

Old Town Victoria Street 
The Hidden Garden at Nos 62-67 Victoria Street are highlighted in the Conservation Area for the 

positive contribution they make to its character and special interest. 

Old Town Mill Lane 

The south side of Mill Lane contains gardens which are of a group value for the continuous low 

boundary treatment, predominantly in red brick, which abuts the pavement edge and contributes 

to an enclosed character. The front gardens are small and often planted with shrubbery. There is 

a gap in the middle of the south side with good and interesting views of the back of houses and 

their gardens in Park Lane. 

Old Town Mill Lane 

Nos 6 and 8 are highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal as being on a right angle, 

opening the gardens for view from the road and forming a rectangular space into the street 

scene. High brick garden walls preserve the building line where later houses (e.g. The Elms) 

have been built within former garden land. 

Old Town Park Lane 

Strickland House is built on the north side of its plot hard against Lorne Road, probably to make 

the most of a south facing aspect. The garden was set out behind a low garden wall and now 

contains a fine mature chestnut which makes a positive contribution to the area. 

Old Town Park Lane 
The garden wall of No 22 in gault brick is fairly high, encasing an attractive garden with shrub 

planting, glimpses of which are visible from the lane. 
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Old Town Victoria Street 

No 66 Victoria Street is notable as an attractive small residential infill development around a 

garden, highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal. Some small shrub planting in the small 

front gardens on the south west of Victoria Street make a positive contribution to the character of 

the area, and there are some views to enclosed garden plots to the rear. 

Old Town Woodley’s Yard 
The garden wall and grounds at Manor Garden Cottage are noted within the Conservation Area 

Appraisal for the positive contribution they make to the character of the area.  

Old Town Bartholomew Green 

Number 8 Bartholomew Green comprises of a large garden to the rear, which abuts Tibby’s 

Green. This garden is significant as the mature planting within it can be seen from the green and 

surrounding areas of public realm and make a positive contribution to the vista. They 

complement the mature planting within the churchyard, enhancing the setting of the St Edmund 

King and Martyr Church, particularly when viewed from the north.  

Old Town and Seaside 

Corporation 
Cumberland Road 

The gardens of Cumberland Road are of group value for the contribution they make to the 

historic and green character of the area. Front gardens are predominantly set behind low brick 

and flint walls, planted with a variety of mature shrubs, making a strong impact on the street 

scape and contribution to the green character here. They share a relationship with the 

Churchyard to the west, which many of the front gardens overlook, creating a green surround to 

the road. Rear gardens appear varied in plot size; however all appear to have elements of 

mature planting some of which is visible in views to the south east towards the Lighthouse, 

making a key contribution to the setting of the Lighthouse. These views and setting incorporate 

the mixture of historic red brick buildings, varied roofscapes, and punctuating greenery which is 

so characteristic of Southwold.  

Seaside Corporation Stradbroke Road 

Gardens on the south eastern side of the road (32 - 38) are noted within the Conservation Area 

Appraisal, as the terraces are set back behind extensive front gardens and where alterations 

have been made in the street layout to provide garage parking. This stretch of larger front 

gardens is an unusual feature of the area, with the larger garden plots located to the rear of the 

houses; as such, they make a particularly positive contribution to the character of the street. The 

remainder of gardens within Stradbroke Road are typically narrow, enclosed strips with grass, 

shrubs and some mature tree planting. These are characteristic of the Victorian terraced 

development within the area, and therefore make a positive contribution to the character of the 

area and our appreciation of the development of this part of the town.  

Seaside Corporation Salisbury Road 
Gardens here are in a similar style to Stradbroke Road, and therefore are also of group value to 

our appreciation of the development of this part of Southwold. Front garden plots are 
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characteristically small and planted with some shrubs, and there are glimpses to rear gardens 

which appear well planted and maintained.  

Seaside Corporation Marlborough Road 

Marlborough Road is enclosed to each side (within the conservation area) by two and three 

storey terraced housing of different periods behind small front gardens. These are of group 

value, and typical examples of the small front garden plots in this area. Gardens to the rear 

appear narrow, except in the case of the 1970s development to the south west of the road, 

where the gardens are smaller and enclosed to the rear. 

Seaside Corporation St Edmund's Road 

The rear gardens of Corporation Cottages on St Edmund's Road have retained a strong rhythm 

and are characteristically all narrow and long to the east, and wider with planting to the west. 

When laid out, these gardens were intended to be used for food growing. They are of group 

value, their original plan and intended use still evident in their size, with planting contributing to 

the green character of the area.  

Seaside Corporation Field Stile Road 

Nos 1 – 7 are highlighted in the Conservation Area for the contribution they make to the 

character of the area, with the terrace set back behind small front gardens enclosed by low brick 

walls and some with painted timber picket fences. The small front garden plots are planted with 

shrubs, flowers and climbing roses, which create a scene typical of Southwold in the red brick 

houses and their green setting. Their rear gardens are typical in size to those in the Seaside 

Corporation area. 

Seaside Corporation Field Stile Road 

No 11 is on the corner of Cautley Road, typical of the terraced houses in the seaside suburban 

area, set back behind a small garden enclosed by a dwarf brick wall and hedgerow. Its front 

gardens are well maintained and visible from the road, making a positive contribution to the 

street scape.   

Seaside Corporation Field Stile Road 

Nos. 24 and 25 are highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal as a pair of two storey semi-

detached houses built before 1884, then as an isolated pair of cottages in the countryside. They 

are set back from the road behind a front garden enclosed by iron railings. The gardens are 

planted with shrubs, and grassed, which makes a positive contribution to the green character of 

the area and setting for the historic cottage. Extensions to the rear have encroached on the 

green space within the garden to the rear, which is not as prominent now as neighbouring plots. 

Seaside Corporation Field Stile Road 

No 26 is one of the few nineteenth century bungalows in the conservation area. It is highlighted 

in the Conservation Area Appraisal and occupies a substantial footprint commensurate with the 

area of garden around it, which contributes to its setting. Historic mapping shows the garden plot 
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was once much larger, extending to the rear of the bungalow, however this has now partly been 

developed.  

Seaside Corporation Dunwich Road 

The houses here are set a short distance back from the pavement, characteristic of residential 

development across Southwold, with dwarf brick garden walls and pleasant shrub planting. Many 

of their rear garden plots appear to have infill development, leaving little green space to the rear 

of buildings.  

Seaside Suburban North Green 

Nos 21- 27 are highlighted within the Conservation Area Appraisal as typical two storey terrace 

built of red brick with gault brick dressings, set back behind dwarf garden walls which are in 

keeping with the character of the area. 

Seaside Suburban Spinners Lane 

Spinners Lane is an unmade road leading to The Common. The street edge is marked by brick 

or beach pebble and brick walls, enclosing gardens running longitudinally with the road. The 

road is dominated with garden trees and shrubs spilling into the roadway, which make a positive 

impact on the green character of the area and are well maintained examples of rear gardens 

which are visible from public rights of way. 

Seaside Suburban Strickland Place 

The row of houses overlooking Strickland Place and the green to its south are set behind low red 

brick boundary walls, with small front garden plots with generous shrub planting. This contributes 

to the green character here, particularly as it sits harmoniously with the shrub planting in the 

green which it overlooks. To the rear, the gardens are larger, and mature planting screens the 

houses from the Common to the north.  

Seaside Suburban Park Lane 

Gardens at the rear of Nos 22-26 provide views over surrounding green space and are large 

gardens with established planting that make a positive contribution to the green character of the 

area. 

Seaside Suburban Spinners Lane 

Crombie House and No 5 Spinners Lane are highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal as 

being set behind a low garden wall. Fairway Cottage’s boundary wall is built of beach cobbles in 

catenary curves with timber railings under an arched rail. 

Seaside Suburban York Road 

The houses on York Road (east) are set back behind front gardens with low garden walls on the 

inside pavement edge. The consistency in boundary and plot grain make a positive contribution 

to the street scape here. Buildings appear to have narrow rear garden plots which are typical of 

residential development in this area; their shrub planting and plan form make a positive 

contribution to our understanding of the development of this area and its green character.  
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Seaside Suburban Godyll Road 

Dwellings on Godyll Road are of group value for their small front gardens set behind a dwarf 

garden walls. These front gardens often have mature shrub and tree planting, with the large Oak 

tree marking the curve in the road and making a key contribution to the green character of the 

area. These gardens overlook the Common, which contributes positively to their character and 

forms a strong visual relationship between the private green space and public common.  

Seaside Suburban Lorne Road 

The gardens at Nos 6 and 8 are highlighted in the Conservation Area Appraisal for their low wall 

which affords views over the well-maintained rear garden plots, planted with shrubs. These make 

a positive contribution to the street scape, and to the green character of Southwold's historic 

building stock. Opposite these gardens, a high red brick wall encloses a large front garden with 

mature planting, which also contributes positively. The grand house on the corner of Lorne Road 

and Queen Street is set behind a well-maintained front garden plot, with wisteria and climbing 

roses making a positive contribution to the green character of the space. From here, views to the 

back-garden plots of Lorne Road and Queen Street can be seen, with large mature trees 

prominent in views and making a key contribution to the street scape.  

Seaside Suburban Southwold Common 

A group of significant gardens overlook Southwold Common between Spinners Lane and York 
Road; they share a strong visual connection with the Common, abutting it directly, and are well 
maintained small front plot gardens which contribute positively to the character of Southwold's 
built development boundary. The low boundary walls allow for views in and out of the gardens 
towards the common and mark the edge of the open grassland in favour of the more regimented 
and enclosed garden plots typical of Southwold. Their rear gardens are visible from Spinners 
Lane and also make a positive contribution to the green character of the area.  
 

Further north, between Spinners Lane and Blyth Road, a row of rear gardens belonging to 

properties on Station Road overlook allotments, Rope Walk and the Common. These gardens 

contain dense mature planting, which contributes to the views into the area from the Common. 

The allotments are of communal value, as well as contributing to the green character of this 

area.  

Seaside Suburban Wymering Road 

The gardens here are of some group value, as they are examples of gardens typical across 

residential development in Southwold for their small front garden plots behind low garden walls, 

with narrow planted rear garden plots contributing to the green character enclosed by brick 

buildings and boundary treatments.  

The Gateway Blyth Road 
A small group of twentieth century council houses are set behind large garden plots, which 

overlook Southwold Common to the south, and with large planted gardens to the rear which 
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overlook the marshes to the north. These gardens share a strong visual relationship with wider, 

public green spaces of Southwold, and are themselves well maintained with mature shrub 

planting, which contributes to the green character. The lack of boundary treatment of the front 

gardens creates a sense of openness, which expands towards the Common. 

Town Farm 
Twentieth Century Social Housing 

Gardens 

While examples of this housing exist across the Town Farm area, it is especially notable on 
North Road. Nos 6 - 28 North Road are among the earliest dwellings and gardens to be 
established within the Town Farm area. They are set behind small front garden plots with some 
shrub planting, but their key and most notable characteristic is their long rear gardens, designed 
in this way to enable them to be used for food cultivation. Nos 30 – 40, built later, continue this 
rhythm and are therefore of group value with the similar plots on North Road.  The gardens of 
these two terraces are bordered by dense mature planting and back onto the Town Farm Marsh.  
 
The garden of Creek Cottages on North Road and the 1930’s social housing on St Edmund’s 
Road and Hotson Road also share this key characteristic. Their plan form enhances our 
understanding of the early development of this area, and thus makes a positive contribution to 
the character of the area.  

 

Town Farm North Road (east) 

The large plots at the east end of North Road are some of the first to be established in the Town 
Farm Area. They are often dwellings set within larger, square garden plots, typical of 
development in this area. They largely comprise of grassed lawns and mature tree borders, 
which can be seen from Marlborough Road and North Parade and make a positive contribution 
to the green character of the area.  

Town Farm Hotson Road 

Gardens on Hotson Road are typically smaller in size than those found on Pier Avenue, which 
demonstrates the masterplan of this area and intentional prominence of Pier Avenue. Garden 
plots on Hotson Road are characteristic of those found throughout the Town Farm Area, 
however on a smaller scale.  
 
To the north of Hotson Road, the rear gardens abut those of properties on Pier Avenue, creating 
a green band between the linear building lines. These green corridors, stretching from east to 
west, are visible from points within the Town Farm area, the mature planting and width of the 
green space contributing to the open and verdant character of the area.  
 

Town Farm Pier Avenue 
Development on Pier Avenue demonstrates the Garden City ethos which influenced the growth 
of the Town Farm area. Along Pier Avenue, there are a number of good surviving examples of 
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the scale and masterplan of this development. Plots were sold individually at auction, which can 
be seen in the grid layout of plots and gardens, and some of the earliest developments within the 
Town Farm area can be found to the east of Pier Avenue. Front gardens are typically small, 
enclosed by low boundary treatments with some shrub and flower planting, with larger rear 
gardens which back onto those in parallel streets. This creates characteristic pockets of green 
between each road that traverses the area. These gardens are often planted with mature 
planting, bounded by hedgerows and planting, to screen private gardens from one another. 
Garden plots are fairly narrow, which is reflective of the way parcels of land were divided, sold 
and developed through the twentieth century. These gardens are of group value, as their similar 
plot grain and use of planting to provide green borders contributes to the verdant character of the 
area and demonstrates its 'Garden City' influences. Gardens of particular note are those within 
the cul-de-sac between Nos 29 and 31, as they are unusual in their square layout and 
orientation, and the garden which surrounds the thatched cottage at No 53; the tall cedars 
distinct features of the street scape which make a positive contribution.  This garden has strong 
historic interest because its hard landscaping and form of retains the materials and layout from 
when it was built in the 1930’s.   

Town Farm Pier Avenue and Marlborough Road 

The gardens of Nos 70 - 78 Pier Avenue are of interest, as they are sunken and accessible from 
Marlborough Road. This add interest to the street scape of Pier Avenue, with the tops of shrubs 
and trees visible from Pier Avenue and the dominant hedgerow of No 70 contributing to the 
verdant character of the area.   
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