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1. Introduction

The Southwold Neighbourhood Plan (NP) grew out of the Southwold Town Plan (October 2013), a
community-led initiative that recommended the town should have a NP. Southwold Town Council (STC)
accepted this recommendation and established a Neighbourhood Plan Team (NPT).

Between September 2014 and November 2018, the Team consulted with the community through drop-in
events, a public meeting, questionnaires, focus groups and interviews. This lengthy period of
consultation, during which there were hiatuses for analysis, evidence gathering, drafting and re-drafting,
resulted in the Regulation 14 draft of the NP. Appendix 1 contains a summary timeline of the NP
consultation process through May 2020.

There were many helpful representations made during the Regulation 14 consultation that enabled us to

use the opportunities creat e dthd20l9eensioms ofehe NRPRantd he p |
Waveney Local Plan, case law, and Planning Appeal decisions) to expand and modify policies so that the
Regul ation 16 Plan Proposal more closely aligns to

In particular, the Regulation 14 feedback on the housing section resulted in the drafting of four new
housing policies. East Suffolk District Council advised that these new policies should be resubmitted for a
new Regulation 14 consultation. This took place between November 2020 and 31 January 2021 and was
then extended to 5 February 2021 to give the Police and Crime Commissioner additional time to submit
further comments to their response, per their request. (None were submitted.)

The outcomes of the revised housing section consultation (overwhelmingly favourable) are discussed in
Section 4 of this Consultation Statement.

In this Consultation Statement, we describe the entirety of the consultation process; what we learned
about our ¢ ommu and how these corerrss,eandrihe concerns of other statutory consultees
and stakeholders, fed into the development of the policies.

1.1. How the Town Plan Shaped the Neighbourhood Plan

Although the Town Plan sits outside the NP Consultation Process, it shaped key events and decisions in
the Neighbourhood Plan. The decision to undertake a Town Plan was based on concerns about the
sustainability of Southwold triggered by a significant increase in the number of dwellings being used for
second homes and holiday lets, and the perceived take-over of the High Street by national chains, leading
to the loss of some independent businesses. The Town Plan resulted in a number of recommendations
that were based on the results of a questionnaire that generated 475 responses from 917 household
members. 78% of respondents supported the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.

I n the early summer of 2013, before the Town Pl anod:
process. One of its questions was whether it would be possible to regulate the number of second

homes/holiday lets. This suggestion i radical at the time i was being considered by St Ives. The Town

Council was advised that there could not be certainty on this issue until a Neighbourhood Plan with such a

policy was made and upheld in the High Court. This happened in October 2016 when Mr. Justice

Hickinbottom decided that the St Ives Neighbourhood Plan principal residence policy was lawful. (6RLT

Built Environment Ltd v Cornwall Council [2016] EWHC 2817 (Admin).

In February 2014, STC voted to set up a Task and Finish Group to deliver a NP. lts first decision was to
determine whether the NP Area should be Southwold Parish or the District Council Ward of Southwold

and Reydon. STC used the Town Plan to provide consultation evidence to the LPA supporting the
former6s view that the parish was the appropriate |
Designation Request letter, which cites the following data from the 2012 Town Plan questionnaire:

1 91% of respondents requested protection of community assets;



T 90% requested protection of Southwoldés unique
1 73% requested restriction of infill development;
1 66% requested a local design policy.

Based on the Town Plan consultation evidence, LPA designated Southwold Parish as the Neighbourhood
Plan Area in May 2014.

In early June of 2015, STC organised a public meeting attended by over 100 people to explain how it was
progressing the Town Pl ands recommendations. Thi s
policies that could deliver the outcomes sought in the Town Plan.

A month after this meeting, building on heightened community awareness, the NPT developed a Vision
and Priorities Questionnaire to assess which of the planning concerns identified by the Town Plan were
still important to the community. The responses helped to develop the Regulation 14 policies.

1.2. The Neighbourhood Plandés Structure an

The NPT is a Town Council Task and Finish Group with delegated powers to deliver the NP. It consists of

50% Councillors and 50% community members. During the period 2014 i mid- 2017, it met on a monthly

basis and, since then, as needed. Itreportstothe Town Council at the | attero
has been supported by Navigus Planning, which specialises in Neighbourhood Plans. The NPT collected

and analysed evidence and drafted most of the text of the NP but relied significantly on Navigus Planning

to draft the planbés policies. The NPT organised t h
consultation to every resident household (including second homes but excluding obvious holiday-lets).

Drafts of the plan have been made available on the Town Council website and at drop-in sessions.

Events were advertised through three local print outlets, posters, Town Council newsletters, the Town
Council 6s website and, beginning in 2018, on Faceb:¢



2. How Community Consultation Shaped the Regulation 14 Policies

2.1. Overview

Although the NPT undertook various forms of community engagement, inevitably some efforts were more
productive than others. The NP process was a long learning curve for both the Council and the
community. At the outset, there were doubts about whether a made NP would actually make a difference.
We also did not know how much freedom we had to innovate in order to address some of the most
important community concerns T the percentage of housing not occupied full time; parking and traffic
congestion; and the loss of independent shops because of high rents and rates. One of the values of the
Regulation 14 consultation is that it told us that we could aspire higher.

2.2. Overview

Appendix 1 lists every type of outreach in chronological order. In this statement, however, we focus on the

key events and key issues raised, which we have listed in Table 1 below. Certain themes have been

consistent throughout the process: worry about the high percentage of second homes/holiday lets;
parking and traffic congestion; and | os-facetedconSeptut h w
in the communitydéds mind, referring to urban design,
independent shops on the High Street.

Table 1: Summary of Consultation Events & Key Issues Raised

Date Type of Event Key Issues Raised
Dec 2014 | All day Town Hall » Second homes/Holiday lets
Drop-in # Loss of independent shops
= Parking
Jul 2015 | Vision & Priorities # Preserving & enhancing the town’s character
Questionnaire s Protecting gardens & courtyards
# Preventing flooding
= Parking
& Protecting the natural environment
* More affordable housing

MNov 2015 | All day Ingleton Wood | « High quality design fully supported
Design Framework # Market housing should be restricted to full time

Drop-in residents
= Parking congestion
Jan-Mov | Business owners' # | ack of full time residents & ageing population a
2016 | interviews & focus problem for all businesses
groups » Diversify tourism economy - more B1 affordable
space

# Parking & traffic congestion a major problem

s Meed affordable housing for employees

= High guality design, natural environment &
environmental sustainability all important

Jan-Feb | Residents’ Focus = Strong support for principal residence policy
2016 | Groups # Meed for more diverse & younger population
= Parking

» More affordable homes that stay affordable
# Preserve beauty of town & natural environment

Jul 2016 | MP Individual # Discourage more second homes/holiday lets

Questionnaire # Build more affordable housing

# Discourage garden & courtyard infill

= Require off-street parking for new
developments & prevent loss of off-strest
parking

# Protect community facilities

* Promote use of land for micro/small businesses

# Prevent flooding

# Plant native trees

Oct 2018 | Drop-in event to # Overwhelming support for all 11 proposed
consult on proposed policies for Heg 14 consultation
Reg 14 policies » Make principal residence policy more robust




2.3. Stakeholder Letters

Early in the consultation process (Feb 2015), STC wrote to all businesses, landowners, sports users, the
local amenity society (Southwold and Reydon Society), local schools, and others to seek their views on
the NP. Appendix 3 contains a list of those contacted along with an example of the letter.

2.4. Drop-in Events Before Drafting Regulation 14 Policies

Before drafting policies, the NPT organised six drop-in events. These took place during the 14 month
period between September 2014 and November 2015. See Appendix 4 for pictures of three of the drop-in
events. Two events (Town Hall and Ingleton Wood, discussed in the next paragraph) had high turn outs
and also produced information that significantly shaped the Neighbourhood Plan. The remaining drop-in
events were typically attended by 20-40 people and were held at stand-alone informational stalls in the
Market Square or in conjunction with other events, e.g. the Lions Fete; the Arts Festival; and a Waveney
District Council Affordable Housing Open Day.

Town Hall Drop-In Event, December 2014

Advance publicity for this eveghbsttowm.cQver&2d people Sout hw

attended. The mastyiomwast amtatfit akeé hough most peop
happening to the town, there was uncertainty about how a Neighbourhood Plan could reverse the
damage. The eawdysdr wewe fitraler ati on at the | oss of

traffic congestion.

Ingleton Wood Architects (IW) Consultation, November 2015

Attendedby80-1 00 people, this eventodés objective was to o
framework commissioned by Southwold Town Council, which would be applicable to a handful of

separately owned brownfield sites at the entrance to the town that were likely to be developed during the

lifetime of the Neighbourhood Plan. The event was run by the architectural practice that developed the

design framework, with the help of SNT members. The IW Statement of Involvement is contained in

Appendix 5.

There were 19 responses to the consultation questionnaire, 21 further written comments and a number of
verbal comments. 100% of responses to the questionnaire supported that the sites should be considered
in a coordinated matter, with 89% supporting the high quality design approach identified.

The consultationébés two maj or t loelable errestricteceto permanent h o u s |
residents and parking:

Al't was highlighted that there is a need to revive
like to see restrictions placed on the sale of any houses for second homes and that affordable homes

remain for that use in perpetuity... In peak times within the summer, Southwold is overrun with tourists,
which has a massive impact on resident parkingbo

The 19 written responses to the question on how the sites should be used in the future were, in order of
frequency: market housing, affordable housing, retail/shops, and community facilities. Other uses
included light industry, leisure, things to attract jobs, launderette, rentable housing, and a library.

The results of the IW Consultation have been incorporated into the policies on Housing, Design,
Sustainable Transport and Development Sites.

After the IW Consultation, the NPT held a listening session with three local architects; John Bennett, Alan
Greening and Brian Haward some of their views fed into the Design Policy.



2.5. Questionnaires

The NPT used three questionnaires to elicit the co
and how these shaped the Regulation 14 version of policies is described below.

AHow do Yowthlkwel d in 10 years time?0

This was distributed between December 2014 and June 2015. It was not productive possibly because of
low public awareness, and its lack of focus.

Vision and Priorities Questionnaire, July 2015

This questionnaire was distributed in July 2015, see page 8,al ong wi t h t he Town Cour
to every household (excluding holiday lets). Residents were asked to return it to the Town Hall i no

deadline was set. In December 2015, we analysed the 80 responses received through the end of

November. The results are set out on the next page.

1 The responses to 9 and 14 helped to shape the policies for Housing. 14 showed an antipathy to
building new market housing because of the perception that it is overwhelmingly occupied as a
second home/holiday let.

1 The responses to 1-4, in whichover80%sought strong protection for
built environment, helped to shape the NP policies for Design.

T Response 3, protecting and enhancing the Townoés
Economy. (As noted earlier, we foundthat peopl e use the term fAchar ac
independent shops and urban design.)

1 The responsesto 6, 7, & 8 fed into the policies for Sustainable Transport and the Natural
Environment.

1 The responses to 10 and 11 helped to develop the policies for the Economy.

Besides feeding into the policies, the results of Vision and Priorities Questionnaire helped us to develop
the Individual Questionnaire.

Neighbourhood Plan Individual Questionnaire

Distributed in July 2016, this questionnaire built on what had been learned up to this point in time,

including the outcomes from interviews and focus groups conducted in the first half of 2016. Before

circulating it to every household in town (except holiday lets), it was tested on 11 people without a

connecti on to the NPT. The NPT explained to test resp
be accessible to everyone in terms of the way questions are asked, and that they are understandable,
without help. o

A total of 337 people responded to the Individual Questionnaire, representing 40% of the electoral roll
population (845). 147 of respondents were second home owners. For the most part, the views of
residents and second homers were similar.! Appendix 6 contains the questionnaire and a detailed
analysis of the results.

The results of the Individual Questionnaire played a major role in shaping the Regulation 14 policies. In
addition, following the Regulation 14 consultation, we revisited the outcomes of the Individual
Questionnaire to ensure that previous community consultation supported our strengthening the Regulation
16 version of policies on:

1 housing (extending principal residence requirement; affordable housing; holiday lets);

1The NPT assumed that the second home owners responding to the questionnaire had a strong attachment to the town. This
assumption is based on the facts that only 17.4% let out their homes were they were in Southwold and 65% said they were in
town at least three months, with 16.6% saying that they resided in Southwold for over 6 months/year.



1 extending the existing employment area to the Southwold Business Centre and Adnams work
space; and

9 retaining small shop premises.

2.6. Proactive Community Engagement: Focus Groups and Interviews

The NPT proactively engaged with the community T both businesses and residents i through interviews
and focus groups. Most of this engagement occurred in the first quarter of 2016.



Business Leaders

As noted earlier, in February 2015, letters were sent to all of the businesses in the town to notify them of
the NP and obtain their views. For different reasons, the response rate was low. (We were told that
owners of independent businesses were hard pressed to find time for an additional community activity and
did not understand how a NP could help them whilst the national chains did not feel locally committed.) In
early 2016, the Team reached out to business leaders and conducted interviews and a focus group to
obtain the views of nine business owners. Eight were micro/small independent businesses representing a
mix of retail, hospitality, and marketing; one was the CEO of Adnams PIc?.

The independent businesses included several active in the Chamber of Trade, including its Head, who

also owned the Post Office. Some of their concerns, especially the importance of the natural

environment and the need for more business and commercial space suitable for small, start-up, growing

and independent businesses, wer e ampeloithelLoeatiPlann t he !
consul tation, submitted in 2016 and cited as part <

Resident Focus Groups

We segmented the residential community into young people (ages 13- 17 from the youth group, the Loft);

young families with children in pre-s ¢ h 0 o | and primary school; over 700
the most inclusive community facility, with its users representing the widest cross-section of the

community. The number of participants in each group ranged from 8 to 12 people. There were small and
expected differences in issues that they raised i for example, the young group did not express concern

about parking since they use public transport or walk into the town. On the characteristics of Southwold

that relate to housing, design, natural environment, and the economy, there was substantial unanimity.

Table 2 on the next page shows how the two questionnaires, the interviews and focus groups fed into the
Regulation 14 policy areas.

2 The independent businesses were: Spring; Suffolk Secrets; Post Office & Spots Toy Shop; Mills & Sons & Daughters Butcher;
The Sail Loft Restaurant; Two Magpies Bakery and Café; Chapps Barber Shop.
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Table 2: How Consultation Shaped the Policy Areas: Individual Questionnaire; Business Interviews; Resident Focus Groups

Policy Area Individual Questionnaire Business Interviews Residents Focus Groups
Housing 93 5% of residents and 82 2% of The need to reverse demographic Too manysecond homes/holiday lets.
second-homers thought affordable decline and attract a more diverse
housing stock should always remain population, especially younger people
affordable and families.
87% of residents and 73% of second |More affordable housing to attract and |Need for housing that supports a larger
homers thought the NP should try to retain employees and more diverse full time population,
encourage full time residence of newly- with younger people and families.
built housing
81% of residents and 50% of second Loss of full time population, and the
homers thought the NP should aging population are damaging to
discourage the conversion of family Southwold’s sustainability. For over
homes to holiday lets 70’s, “if something goes wrong, there is
no one to help you” because of lack of
neighbours.
47% of residents and 34% of second More affordable homes that stay
homers said that the high numbermade affordable (notwhat happened in
them worried about Southwold’s Tibby's Triangle where affordable
sustainability. housing stair cased into second
homes/holiday lets).
Only 21% of respondents said that the More housing for rent.
high number of second homes and
holiday lets have no personal impact on
them.
Design 87% of respondents gave priorityto a | The need for high quality design to High value placed on Southwold’s
policy to discourage infill of gardens retain Southwold’s character and charm |beauty
and courtyards;
Aspects of Southwold’s character that Poor quality design in some new
were given prionty by over 40% of development
respondents were open spaces and
historic building styles and materials;
Sustainable 85% of residents and 75% of second |Need to tackle parking and traffic Parking and traffic congestion are
Transport homers thought all new development, |congestion, which is undemining local 'major problems
including conversions, should be economy
required to have off-street parking
62% of residents and 61% of second
homers thought the conversion of
garages to residential accommodation
should be discouraged
Economy 84% gave priority to the creation of The need to diversify the local economy A working Harbour is an important part
space suitable forsmall and start-up so that it is not so dependent on of the local economy
businesses 59% supported diversifying |tourism by growing/expanding more
the tourism-based local economy micro and small businesses.
More space at affordable rents for High value placed on the independent
businesses to locate and expand businesses in the town — perceived as
community facilities, investing in the
town, caring about residents, employing
more local people.
Value to the town of independent Ability to work long distance important
businesses
Need to diversify from tourism to create
better jobs for young people to retain
and attract them to the town.
Natural 94% of residents and 93% of second | The importance ofthe natural High value placed on natural

Environment

homers thought we should have
policies to reduce surface water
flooding and promote water efficiency
46% wanted natives trees to be planted

33% sought protection of the natural
environment

environment to Brand Southwold

Business and community can co-locate
in same facilities

environment as a source of
beauty'Southwold’s character and for
leisure/recreation

10




3. Regulation 14 Consultation

3.1. Consultation on First Draft of Regulation 14 Policies

After analysing the results of all of the community consultation, the SNT published a summary of 11 draft
policies, which were made available in the Town Hall, the Library, on the Town Council website, and at a
drop-in event held at the Stella Peskett Hall on 22 October 2018. At this event, the SNP put up posters for
each policy and members were available to answer questions. 42 people provided written comments. Of
those who formed an opinion, there was overwhelming support for the policies, as shown in Table 3
below.

I'I'al:ule 3: Draft Policies Consultation October 2018. Summary of Analysis of 42 Responses

Policy No | Policy Subject Supported Not Supported Mo Comment % Supporting of
those with an
opinion
SWDA Principal Residence 29 b 8 8504
SWD2 Design & Landscape 3 1 10 97%
SWD3 Private Parking 29 1 12 97 %
Convanience
SWD4 Retailing 25 7 10 78%

Solo Workers, Micro

SWD5 Businesses & Small 25 5 12 83%
Businesses

swps | odlitein 30 1 11 97%
Development

swpy | Drvets Garden 29 2 11 945
Spaces

SWDa Local Green Spacas 25 b 12 83%

SWD9 Impact of Flooding 26 2 14 93%

SWDHO | Community Facilities 29 0 13 100%:

SWD11 | Developmant Sites 26 3 14 89%;

See Appendix 7 for the complete Analysis of Consultation Responses to Draft Policies, October 2018.

The most significant outcome of the consultation was to strengthen the Principal Residence Policy by
deleting a viability clause because of community concern that this would make it less effective.

3.2. First Regulation 14 Consultation

Regulation 14 (Pre-Submission) Consultation was undertaken between 1t November and 30" December
2019. The 8-week period reflected the fact that part of it coincided with the Christmas holidays.

The consultation was advertised through Facebook and Twitter, printed leaflets, the Town Council
website, posters in the library, Stella Peskett Hall, several local shops, local print media (Gazette, Organ,
Lowestoft Journal), town Notice boards and the A Boards in front of the Town Hall. The Plan and
supporting documents were made available on the STC website. Hard copies of the Plan were made
available to view in Southwold Town Hall and Southwold Public Library. Community Drop-In Days were

11



held in the Town Hall on two separate dates during the consultation period. Each lasted for a period of two

hours and gave people the opportunity to ask questions and submit written comments.

The following statutory consultees were emailed to inform them of the Regulation 14 Consultation: East
Suffolk DC; Suffolk County Council; the Parish Councils of Reydon, Walberswick, Blythburgh and
Wangford; Natural England; Environment Agency; Historic England; Anglian Water; Essex and Suffolk
Water; Suffolk Preservation Society and Southwold and Reydon Saociety.

In addition to the written responses from statutory consultees and other bodies, there were a handful of
comments received as a result of the drop-in sessions. Appendix 8 contains the full details of how the
SNT responded to the Regulation 14 comments. The reader is referred to Row 4 especially, which
explains the changes to the Housing Policies, and the research that was done to support the changes.

In summary, policies were expanded, added to and modified to address the comments of East Suffolk
Council (ESC), Suffolk County Council (SCC), and the Southwold and Reydon Society (SRS).

Housing
Both ESC and the SRS highlighted that the principal residence policy in itself was unlikely to have

significant i mpact on the townbés demographic crisi:

consultation evidence and conduct additional research. The research included up-dating our evidence

base on holiday |l ets, and identifying other releva

from areas facing similar challenges, researching Community Led Housing, commissioning Locality to
conduct a viability analysis of Community Led Housing projects. During this process, the NPT worked
closely with ESC Planning Policy to develop five new housing policies.

The first three policies (SWD1-3) support Community Led Housing development to build permanently
affordable housing in Southwold.

The fourth (SWD4) extends the principal housing requirement to affordable housing and housing created
through change of use. This means that if the right to buy is exercised or shared ownership dwellings

staircase to full equity, then, if these units are sold onward as market housing, they will still be occupied by

full time residents. Although this does not achi ev

always remain affordable, it prevents affordable housing from becoming second homes or holiday lets.

The fifth policy (SWD5) deals with the adverse impact on amenity created by intensive use of housing for

holiday letting.

As noted above, these five policies were then submitted for an additional period of Regulation 14
Consultation, described in Section 4.

Design
In response to ESC comments, we added an appraisal of gardens conducted by Place Services to the
Character AreaAppr ai sal s. We al so responded to ESCO&s

decision-making to the Appraisals by incorporating into the Design Policy the National Design Guide,
which is to be applied to any development (other than permitted development) of sites consisting of
between 1 and 10 buildings.

Sustainable Transport

In response to comments by ESC and SCC, and with the help of SCC who assisted with re-drafting, we
made substantial amendments to the context and policy with the objective of reducing car dependency
and the impact of car use on the character of the town. In the context section, we identified the different

types of demand for cars (origin and destination)
parking at destination,c oupl ed with the high number of holiday
character. The final result is a parking policy that is clearer and balances competing community concerns

12
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T protecting high quality design and gardens from development, environmental sustainability, and
reducing parking and traffic congestion.

Economy

In response to comments by ESC, and to achieve the outcomes sought by the community of growing and
diversifying the economy, we added a policy that extends the existing employment area to include the two

major business conurbations outside the existing employmentareai Adnams 6 brewery, di s
and workshops 1 all located in or near the Town Centre T and the Southwold Business Centre. During the
consultation process, we had written to Adnams as a landowner, and also interviewed its CEO (the former

Chair of the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership) who fully supported the need to create more

business space to diversify the economy away from tourism and grow high value jobs. Adnams was not
consulted on this specific policy, but will have the opportunity to do this in the Regulation 16 Consultation.

Natural Environment

In response to comments by SCC, and to achieve the outcomes sought by the community, we have
strengthened the local approach to promoting biodiversity.

Development Sites

This section was adjusted to refl ect cpolwiesgvers fAon t |
submitted. This includes proposed development of the Millennium Field into a car park and visitor centre,
and the mooted sale of the Scout Hut.

13



4. Second Regulation 14 Consultation on Revised Housing

4.1 Following East Suffolk Counci | 6 s Memdhboutheod Planfeam conducted a new Regulation
14 consultation on the housing section beginning 2 November 2020 and ending 5 February 2021. (It
was extended from 31 January to 5 February at the request of the Police and Crime Commissioner
to enable the latter to submit additional comments to their earlier consultation response. No
additional comments were received.)

The responses to the consultation are analysed and addressed in Appendix 9.

In order to overcome barriers to communication created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the SNT
publicised the consultation by:

leafletting each household;

publishing arti cl e monihinnetwsketer ahdtherSoutbwold Gazette.6 s
posting the consultation on the STC website;

emailing statutory and other consultees, including the holiday let companies that manage the
holiday letting market in Southwold. (The latter were sent follow-up notifications, but made no
response.) See Appendix 10 for the list of persons/organisations contacted.

1 posting on Town Council social media and asking other groups to spread the word via social
media. These groups included My Southwold (Chamber of Trade), whose notification was sent
to 185 people; the Southwold and Reydon Society (local amenity society with approximately
400 members); and SouthGen (a community benefit society with a substantial number of
second home owners amongst its 476 members).

=A =4 —a -

4.2 The Neighbourhood Plan Team held four meetings via Zoom (set out below), attended by
approximately 40 members of the public -- see Appendix 11 for the minutes of the Zoom meetings.

06.11.2020 SRS Executive Committee

26.11.2020 First zoom meeting - 3 members of public

27.01.2021 Second zoom meeting - 21 members of public

02.02.2021 Third zoom meeting - 1 member of public

4.3 In addition to the comments received in the Zoom meetings, there were 35 written responses from
members of the public, analysed below.

SWD 1 2 3 4 5
Yes 20 20 20 21 17
% 77% 80% 80% 81% 71%
No 2 1 1 3 3
% 8% 4% 4% 12% 12%
Queries 4 4 4 2 4
% 15% 16% 16% 8% 17%

14



The various publicity and consultation events are set out in chronological order below.

Date Event

Nov-20 Leaflet drop started to every house in Southwold

Nov-20 Southwold Gazette - full page article

02.11.2020 Start of consultation period

06.11.2020 SRS Executive Committee meeting with NPT

26.11.2020 First zoom meeting - 3 members of public

21.12.2020 Town Council newsletter - 66 recipients -
https://mailchi.mp/449837bf48d7/southwold-town-council-december-
newsletter

02.12.2020 Documents on website

03.12.2020 Letters to businesses/stakeholders

07.12.2020 Letters to businesses/stakeholders

22.01.2021 Reminder sent to those who hadn't responded

25.01.2021 Town Team update - sent to 185 people -
https://mailchi.mp/6d617b933102/town-team-update-business-association-
launches-join-today-3610602

27.01.2021 Second zoom meeting - 21 members of public

31.01.2021 End of consultation period

02.02.2021 Third zoom meeting - 1 member of public

Various social media posts on Southwold Town Council and East Suffolk
Council pages

Further disseminated by My Southwold, Southwold and Reydon Saociety &
SouthGen

15
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Strategic Environmental Assessment

East Suffolk Council undertook a screening exercise regarding the need for a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the September 2018 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. The
draft Screening Opinion was sent to Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England
for consultation. The subsequent opinion that the draft Plan did not require an SEA was published in
February 2019. This is included in the Supporting Documents.

Following the amendments made to the Plan after Regulation 14, the new policies were subject to a
screening exercise in March 2020 by East Suffolk Council. This determined that these new policies
also did not require an SEA. The additional screening report is also included in the Supporting
Documents.

Habitats Regulations Assessment

East Suffolk Council undertook a screening exercise regarding the need for a Habitats Regulations
Assessment (SEA) of the Regulation 14 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan (prior to the formal launch
of the Regulation 14 consultation). The draft Screening Opinion was sent to Natural England for
consultation. The subsequent opinion that the draft Regulation 14 Plan did not require an HRA was
published in September 2019. This is included in the Supporting Documents.

Following the amendments made to the Plan after Regulation 14, the new policies were subject to a
screening exercise in May 2020 by East Suffolk Council. This determined that these new policies
also did not require an HRA. The additional screening report is also included in the Supporting
Documents.
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Appendix 1 - Chronological Summary of the
Neighbourhood Plan Process

Summary of Time Line of Consultation Process

23 Jun 21]'13|E-TC tasks Planning and Development Committes to investigate process for undertaking a MP

1 Oct m1:a|Tw Plan publication

Meeting with NP consultancy to consider the mesits of a joint area with Southwold and Reydon and potential polices for second

R homes and holiday lets

11 Feb!ﬂ‘l-‘llh'leet"gn"r*Fmrn with full Town Council re dedision to procesd with MP; Navigus Consultancy present.

28 Feb!‘[l"IAlMF' ietter of support for Southwold Area for NP

1 Mar 21]'1-1|Lel:|e' to Wavensy DC setting out town Plan consultation evidence that supports Southweodd being an NP Area

1 Apr Mqhhﬁmemed Southwold and Reydon Sodety AGM to explain consultation

1 May 21}14|.Area designation recsived

2T Sep 21}‘1-1|F"5tm'1'rnu" ty event Market Square informational stall — ower 40 members of public attended

6 Dec HH-!ITCHF Hall Drop in Diay. Day-long event with food and drink. Ower 120 people attended

1 Jan 2013 How do you see Southwold in 10 years™ leafiet with questionnaine developed for distribution

3 Feb 2013 Letters sent with questionnaire to land owners, sports users, and businesses

16 Feb 201 5| Market Square Drop-In Event

1 Mar 2 3| NF explained to mesting of Women's Instiute

1 May 21 5| Chairmman met with Suffolk Secrets, School and bocal busnesses to explain NP

23 May 20 35|Lions Fete NF stal

6 Jun MH5{Public meeting at 5t Edmunds Hall to report progress on mplementation of Town and Neighbourhood Plans

1 Jun 23] Arts Festival Drop-in Event

1 Jul 2K HVisicn and Pricdities questionnaire disiributed to every household

1 Oct 2045] Towen Counc newsletter article and updates and asking for responses

1 Oet 21 5| Responses to Vision and Prorities questionnaire analysed

18 Now 201 5] Drop-in event to consult on Ingleton Woed Design Frarmework for front of town

3 Dec 215 Letter to three local architects, followed by MP lstening session re design

1 Ha’!ﬂ"lﬁch-ms group with Librany wsers

18 Jan Zﬂ"ll':lEi.rs.iness leaders focus group

5 Feb!ﬂ‘ll‘:ch-ms group with young family members

10 Feb 2016{Focus group with Lot youth club

16 Feb 21}15|El.rsine55 interview with CED Adnams Plc

23Febm15|Foms group with cver 70s

26 Feb 2“15|5mﬂ'mdd Primary School Event

1 Jul 21]'15|El.rsine55 interview with Scott, Chapps

1 Jul 21]'15|De- werny of Meighbourhood Plan Indwidual Cuestionnaire to all residents and second homes

3 Ot 2‘D‘Il‘:|El.rsine55 interview with Sail Loft Restaurant owner

8 Mow 21]'15|Eusine55 interview with George Mills, Butcher

15ep 2‘D‘Il‘:|Deadlinefcr rESponses o questonnane

Mow 2046 -

2048 Research evidence base. analyse consultation, daft and redraft policies

21 Oct 201 8] Drop in event Consultation on draft poficies

o= Repulation 14 consultation

3 Dec 2AH9) Town Hall drog-ins.

18 DE::!!HS'TW Hall drog-ins

Jan-April mul.ﬁmlysisufﬁegulaﬁnn 14 responses, rewsion of NP Context and Policies; preparation of Consultation Statement

1 May 2020] Submision of Plan Proposal for Regulation 16 consultation
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Appendix 2 - Area Designation Request Letter

SOUTHWOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall
Southwold
[’18 6EF

M. L. Beevor
Clork of the Council

17" March 2014
Dear Sirs

Southwold Area Designation — Neighbourhood Plan — consultation response

Southwold Town Council has begun a process designed to deliver a Neighbourhood Plan for
Southwold - Building on the findings of the Town Plan (2013) and engaging further with the
people who have an interest in the Town through engagement events and other opportuni-
ties.

In choosing a Southwold Area Designation, the Town Council has responded to the over-
whelming finding within the Town Plan that over 80% of Southwold respondents were in
favour of the production of a Neighbourhood Plan.

The Town Council has, already, defined specific reasons for deploying insularity, citing defin-
ing factors within the Parish Boundary that mace the place a wholly distinctive location
within the Suffolk Heritage Coast.

Within the Town Plan question on matters relating to the built environment that should be
considered within a Neighbourhood Plan the fellowing Southwold responses were received;
© 91% of the Southwold respondents requested that consideration be given to protect-
ing their community assets
90.2% requested that the unigue character of Southwold be preserved.
85.4% requested that Local Building List be considered.
72.6% requested that Infill be restricted.
o 66.2% requested a Local design policy
These are all concerned with Planning Policy that is specific to Southwold.

g 0 O

From the Town Plan, and other sources of datz, the following distinct areas for further en-
gagement have also been highlighted (although the list is not exhaustive and should be ex-
amined in conjunction with detail, previously supplied)

s Local Design Policy — traditional or contemporary — construction materials etc.

e infill / rourtyards

» principle Residence Policy

Telephone: 01502 722576 Email: townclerk@southwoldtowncouncit.com
Fax: 01502 725472 Mobile: 07572812124
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Appendix 371 List of Stakeholders Contacted in February

2015 and Sample Letter

Businesses/Public Facilities

Adnams

Blyth Hotel

Library

Marks Chip Shop
Craftco

Le Roc

Sutherland House
Mantins

Crown Hotel

Durrants

Swan Hotel

Chapps

Noir

Brian Haward Architects
John Bennett Architects
Railway Shop
Shoeme Balti House
Anna Wolfenden Yoga
Rebecca Huggins — Southwold Treatment
Rooms

MTM Consulting

Post Office/Spots
Halford & Wetmore
Fifty One

Enzos

Observatory Opticians
Cut Above

Margary & Miller
Jennie Jones
Buckenham House
Barclays Plc

Lloyds Plc

20

Chattertons
Co-op

Costa Coffee
Crew Clothing
Fat Face

Gun Hill Clothing
Hughes

Jack Wills
Joules

Norwich & Peterborough
Quba

Seasalt

Tescos
Waterstones
WH Smith

Landowners

BT

RBS

SCC Fire Authority

Chris Rush Suffolk Police
Adnams

Mr & Mrs Gough — Southwold Pier

Millennium Foundation
Sports Users

Rugby Club
Football Club
Golf Club

Pit Stop
Cricket Club
Tennis Club



bt February 2015

Dear Sirs
Southwold Meighbourhood Plan

As you may be aware the Community of Southwold is presently undertaking a
MNeighbourhood Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan will enable the community to develop a shared
vision and to get the right type of development for Southwold over the next 10 years.
Ultimately these visions will be translated into policies that become statutory planning

documents.

As a landowner within Southwold, we would like to know your thoughts and vision for the
town and the development and growth in the local area. A member of the Neighbourhood
Plan Working Group would be pleased to make themselves available to discuss this with you
further at a day/time that is convenient to you. Please could you therefore contact me at

the above address so that this can be arranged.

Kind regards
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Appendix 41 Photoaraphs of Drop-In Events

|

Figure 1 September 2014 Market Square Drop-In E\;eht.' What Matters to You

Figure 2 December 2014 Town Hall Drop-In Event
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Appendix 571 Ingleton Wood Statement of Involvement
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