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Dear Mr Seaman, 
 
East Suffolk Council Response to CIL Examiner’s letter of 25th July 2022 
 
Thank you for your letter of 25th July, in which you have posed some initial queries. These are 

addressed below: 

How the Infrastructure Funding Statement is prepared and the Council’s liaison with infrastructure 

delivery partners  

As required by the legislation, the Council’s IFS is prepared annually. Following approval from 

Cabinet, formal publication usually takes place in the autumn.  

The first (2019/20) IFS – and specifically the Infrastructure List within – was initially based on the 

two Infrastructure Delivery Frameworks that supported the two Local Plans when they were 

adopted (2019 for the Waveney Local Plan (examination document A20) and 2020 for the Suffolk 

Coastal Local Plan (examination document A21) – the Infrastructure Delivery Frameworks are 

contained as Appendices in the Local Plans). These tables were combined to create an overall 

Infrastructure List for East Suffolk. Not all projects were included, however. Some non-specific 

projects – such as general increase in secondary school provision in the former Waveney District –  

were excluded as they were not a specific project and so could not easily be costed.  

Once the tables were combined, officers made contact with the providers of the various types of 

infrastructure (such as Suffolk County Council) to find out if any of the needs had changed since 

the Local Plans had been adopted. These changes were then incorporated into the Infrastructure 

List.  
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This process has been repeated each year with subsequent IFSs, with projects and (where 

appropriate) costs being updated, added or removed. Meetings are held throughout the year with 

key partners, such as Suffolk County Council and the two Integrated Care Boards that cover the 

district, to keep the Council updated on projects and potential bids for funding from the District 

CIL pot.  

However, the main updates are asked for between April and July each year, while the main body 

of the IFS is being written. This involves contacting infrastructure providers and asking for updates 

on the projects currently in the list as well as any potential new projects that may need to be 

added. 

The 2021/22 draft IFS is due to be considered by a meeting of the Council’s Cabinet on 6th 

September 2022. The draft version of the IFS will be subject to minor financial amendments to the 

CIL and S106 report sections (as applicable) following Cabinet and will be published in final form by 

31st December 2022 (at the latest). If the draft IFS is agreed by Cabinet it can then be made 

available as part of the CIL examination. It should be noted that there is a five-day period allowing 

for a request to be made for any Cabinet decision to be “called-in” to the Scrutiny Committee for 

further consideration. If, after this five-day period has elapsed, no such request has been lodged, it 

is then that it is proposed that the draft IFS will be sent to the Examiner and added to the CIL 

examination library. 

As is to be expected, there will be some changes in projects and costs (mostly upwards) in the 

21/22 IFS compared to the 20/21 IFS (examination document A28). 

The identified infrastructure funding gap 

The Statement of Conformity (document A3) details, on pages 5-7, how the Council has estimated 

the total infrastructure costs (£207m) and how much is expected to be funded through non-CIL 

contributions (£103m), leaving a pre-CIL infrastructure funding gap of £104m. (For clarification, 

the actual funding gap will be larger than £104m, because some pieces of infrastructure identified 

in the IFS have ‘unknown’ costs.) Table 2 of the Statement of Modifications (p7) then details that it 

is estimated that the CIL income raised to 2036 would be about £54m, leaving an infrastructure 

funding gap of about £50m. 

Where there are ‘unknown’ costs in the IFS, the Council regularly seeks information to try to clarify 

these costs. This can involve, (amongst other steps:  

i) speaking to infrastructure delivery partners (as mentioned above), encouraging them 

to undertake or update costing work; 

ii) noting any infrastructure costing figures arising through planning applications and pre-

application discussions; 



 
 

 

iii) undertaking research work itself – for example, the Council is preparing a Cycling and 

Walking Strategy (expected to be adopted in autumn 2022) and has undertaken 

(further) work on likely cyclepath and footpath costs. Some of these new or (largely) 

increased costs will be included in the 2021/22 IFS. Further infrastructure cost work is 

also sometimes undertaken sometimes to support external funding bids. 

As mentioned above, though, there will at any time inevitably remain some infrastructure projects 

which the Council will not have accurate – or sometimes any – cost information on.   

Error in Draft Charging Schedule   

You are correct that Table 3.4 in the Draft Charging Schedule is a typographical error and it should 

be titled Table 1.4.  What would you like to be done about this? For example, we could upload a 

corrected version to the Examination Library, if you wished.   

 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact us via Mrs Feeney, and we will be happy 

to help.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Adam Nicholls 

 

Adam Nicholls | Principal Planner (Policy and Delivery) 
East Suffolk Council 
 


