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Opening Statement for the East Suffolk Council 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging 

Schedule Examination Hearing 
 

11th October 2022 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to say a few words at the start of the 
Hearing into the new East Suffolk Council Community Infrastructure Levy 
Charging Schedule. I’d like to welcome everyone to East Suffolk House 
today. 
 

1. My name is Philip Ridley and I am the Head of Planning and Coastal 
Management for East Suffolk Council. East Suffolk Council was formed in 
April 2019 covering the areas of the former Suffolk Coastal and Waveney 
District Councils. The Council has two recently-adopted Local Plans; the 
Suffolk Coastal Local Plan, adopted in September 2020, and the Waveney 
Local Plan, adopted in March 2019. The two Local Plans set ambitious 
growth plans to deliver at least 9,756 new homes in the former Suffolk 
Coastal area and at least 8,223 new homes in the former Waveney area by 
2036, plus related employment and other growth, whilst safeguarding the 
special qualities of East Suffolk.  

 

2. The growth in East Suffolk is supported and made possible by the delivery 
of infrastructure alongside new homes, employment and retail. The 
provision of new infrastructure to support the delivery of growth is an 
essential part of the Local Plans’ approach to ensuring sustainable 
development. 

 
3. At present East Suffolk has two separate CIL Charging Schedules, one for 

the former Suffolk Coastal area which was adopted in 2015 and another 
for the former Waveney area which was adopted in 2013. The age of the 
two CIL Charging Schedules, together with the formal establishment of 
East Suffolk Council, means it is the right time for the Council to prepare a 
single CIL Charging Schedule for the whole of the East Suffolk district 
(excluding the parts within the Broads Authority). 

 
4. The East Suffolk Council CIL Charging Schedule is the culmination of 

several years’ hard and diligent work from officers and councilors.  
 

5. The Council considers the rates are at a level which will enable 
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development to come forward as planned and will contribute to the 
delivery of much-needed infrastructure across the district to support the 
growth set out in the two adopted Local Plans. 

 
The CIL Charging Schedule 

6. Consultancy Aspinall Verdi carried out a CIL Viability Review Update to 
assist the Council in preparing the East Suffolk CIL Charging Schedule. 
Aspinall Verdi were also the authors of the Whole Plan Viability Studies 
that support the Waveney Local Plan (adopted on 20th March 2019) and 
the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan (adopted 23rd September 2020). Their CIL 
Review work builds upon these previous studies. 

 
7. Aspinall Verdi’s CIL Viability Review Update has been carried out having 

regard to the various policy and legislative requirements, taking into 
account guidance in the Planning Practice Guidance, and included 
engagement with relevant interested parties. The Viability Review Update 
takes account of the impact the CIL Charging Schedule rates would have 
on market housing, affordable housing, specialist housing, any specific 
policy requirements set out in the Local Plans and considers a range of 
possible density rates and typologies. The viability of identified strategic 
sites has been considered individually. 

 
8. The CIL Charging Schedule sets out the rates that are proposed to be 

charged on new development in the area. On coming into effect, it will 
replace the two existing Charging Schedules for the former Suffolk Coastal 
and Waveney areas. 

 
9. The CIL Charging Schedule has been prepared in accordance with the 

CIL Regulations and the Council’s Statement of Community 
Involvement, taking into account the National Planning Policy 
Framework and relevant Planning Practice Guidance. The Charging 
Schedule has been through two public consultations and stakeholder 
engagements. The initial consultation on basic assumptions was held in 
March and April 2021, and included presentations to East Suffolk parish 
and town councils at specially-arranged meetings.  

 
10. Public consultation on the Draft CIL Charging Schedule was held over six 

weeks in November and December 2021. For both public consultations, 
the Council consulted County, district and borough Councils (both 
within Suffolk and in adjoining districts and counties), town and parish 
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councils, landowners, developers, agents, architects, business 
associations and housing groups as well as statutory consultees and 
members of the public registered on the Council’s consultation 
database. There was targeted follow-up engagement regarding various 
strategic sites with promoters, landowners and agents in March 2022. 

 
11. The Council carefully considered the representations made in response 

to the consultation on the draft CIL Charging Schedule in late 2021. 
Aspinall Verdi updated their CIL Viability Report in June 2022 and on 
submission in July 2022, the Council published a Statement of 
Modifications to the draft Charging Schedule, setting out various 
changes to some of the proposed CIL rates.   

 
12. I would like to express my thanks to all those who have taken the time 

to participate in the process of developing the CIL Charging Schedule. 
Their contributions have been invaluable in shaping the submitted 
version of the CIL Charging Schedule. 

 
13. That just leaves me to say that the Council welcomes the independent 

Examination of the CIL Charging Schedule and looks forward to actively 
engaging in positive discussion with the Examiner and participants 
throughout the day. 


