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1.0 Matter 3 – Spatial Distribution of Housing, Housing Site 

Selection, Settlement Boundaries and the Presumption in Favour 

of Sustainable Development  

1.1 Inspectors Question: (Policies WLP1.1, WLP1.2 and WLP1.3. This Matter focusses on 

the broad spatial distribution of housing and on the process by which housing sites 

have been selected for inclusion in the plan. The merits of individual site allocations 

are considered under Matters 6, 7 and 8.)  

 

3.1 Is the proposed distribution of housing across the district (as set out in policy 

WLP1.1) and across the rural areas (as set out in policy WLP7.1) supported by 

robust evidence and, otherwise, soundly-based? 

 

1.2 The Sotterley Estate is a major landowner in the villages of Sotterley and Willingham 

and the surrounding area. Evolution Town Planning has worked with the 

Sotterley Estate throughout the preparation of the Local Plan. This Matter 

Statement sets out our objection to the change to the Council’s Rural 

Strategy since the Preferred Options consultation that has se en the 

proportion of rural housing across the district reduced and  the subsequent 

reduction in the quantum of housing allocated to the rural areas. We 

therefore object to this aspect of the final draft Local Plan. 

 

1.3 The Sotterley Estate support the principle of identifying a proportion of the 

district’s housing growth to rural areas , but objects to the reduction to 10% 

from 12% in policy WLP1.1 of the total minimum 8223 dwellings between 

the Preferred Options consultation and this Final Draft consultatio n for the 

reasons set out below. 

 

1.4 At the Preferred Options stage Policy WLP1.1 stated that 12% of the housing 

growth (a minimum of 8223 dwellings) for the District would be distributed 

to the Rural Areas. The Council termed this the ‘Strategy for Rural  Areas’ 

which was intended to support rural communities and to address the 

limited development there had been in rural areas in recent years and the 

resultant decline in services and facilities.  
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1.5 We wish to see the 12% figure which was considered justif iable and 

sustainable in the first draft local plan reintroduced and new and enlarged 

allocations provided. 

1.6 This change has meant the local plan is now unsound because:  

 

• It will not have been positively prepared (when compared to the 

First Draft Local Plan) which provided more support for the housing 

needs of rural areas. 

• The reduction from 12% to 10% not having been properly justified 

given the Council’s recognition that village populations are falling 

and that new housing supports local services.  

• The rural strategy effectiveness being impaired as a result.  

• The reduction (in comparison to the First Draft Local Plan which was 

sustainable) is contrary to national planning policy and guidance 

which supports the provision of rural housing in order to support 

rural services and facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


